
May 14, 2019 

 

 

A Special Meeting regarding FY 2019-20 Draft Budget was held on Tuesday, May 14, 

2019 at 9:00 am in the Emergency Operations Center (EOC), located on the lower level 

of the Courthouse, 106 East Broad Street, Elizabethtown, NC.   

 

Members present were: 

Charles R. Peterson, Chairman 

David Gooden, Vice Chairman  

Michael Cogdell (arrived at 9:11am; departed at 10:25am) 

Daniel Dowless  

Ray Britt 

Dr. Ophelia Munn-Goins  

Ashley Trivette  

 

Excused: Arthur Bullock 

  Russell Priest 

 

ITEM 1. Call to Order: 

 

Chairman Peterson called the meeting to order at 9:05am.  Chairman Peterson provided 

an invocation.  County Manager Greg Martin led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chairman Peterson provided a brief update regarding an application for an Innovative 

Readiness Training (IRT) application through the Department of Defense.  He stated that 

the County is preparing an application in an attempt to secure services to repair or 

rehabilitate the levee.  He further stated that easements and a design would be necessary 

prior to application submittal. 

 

Commissioner Cogdell arrived (9:11am). 

 

ITEM 2. Fiscal Year 2019-20 Budget Information and Discussion 

 

A. Mr. Martin provided a power point presentation regarding a proposed FY 

2020 Budget.  . 

Mr. Martin reviewed items for information, including, but not limited to: 

 Purpose of the Budget 

 Guiding Principles (NCGS 159) 

 Issues Impacting the Budget 

 General Fund Highlights 

 Revenue Overview 

 Ad Valorem Taxes 

 Sales Tax Overview 

 FY 2020 Revenues by Source 

 Fund Balance Appropriation 

 2019-2020 Requested Personnel 

 Employee Compensation and Benefits 

 Capital Items 

 Human Services-Sources of Revenue 

 Article 44 Sales Tax Expansion 

 Service Agencies 

 General Fund Expenditures 

 Bladen County Water District 

 Solid Waste Fund 

 Fire Districts 

 Education 

o Bladen County Schools Budget Request 

o Bladen Community College Budget Request 

 

Commissioner Cogdell briefly stepped out of the meeting at 10:14am 

 

Commissioner Cogdell returned to the meeting at 10:15am. 
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Chairman Peterson briefly recessed the meeting at 10:25am. 

 

Commissioner Cogdell did not return to the meeting following the brief recess. 

 

The meeting was reconvened at 10:30am.   

 

Emergency Medical Services Director David Howell informed Board members that 

Bladen County EMS provided Paramedic level coverage in Bladenboro over the weekend 

(May 10-12, 2019).  Concerns were also noted regarding volunteerism and its effect on 

the EMS system. 

 

Health and Human Services Agency Director Terri Duncan provided an overview of a 

potential change in policy regarding Animal Control.  She stated that a ninety-day draft 

policy has been developed to be tested regarding malnourished animals that may be 

secured.  She stated that the veterinarian of record (Dr. Hanby) recommended those 

animals be seen by a licensed veterinarian, which could remove an employee for a 

number of hours from their standard duties to provide transportation to and from a 

veterinarian’s office.  Ms. Duncan stated that she would report back to the Board 

regarding the process. 

 

ITEM 3. Discussion:   
 

Following a brief discussion and polling of Board members, the following items will be 

considered for possible budget inclusion: 

 Emergency Medical Services 

 Bladen County Training Center 

 Bladen Community College 

 Cost of Living Adjustment for County employees 

 

By consensus, the meeting as adjourned at 10:57am. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

______________________________ ___________________________________ 

Maria C. Edwards, NCCCC   Charles R. Peterson, Chairman 

Clerk to the Board 


