
January 16, 2018 

 

The Bladen County Board of Commissioners and Bladen’s Bloomin/Agri-Industrial, Inc. 

Board of Directors held a joint meeting regarding strategies for product development.  

The meeting was held at 8:30am on Tuesday, January 16, 2018 at the Cape Fear 

Vineyard, 195 Vineyard Drive, Elizabethtown, NC  28337. 

 

Members present were: 

Ray Britt, Chairman 

Michael Cogdell 

Charles R. Peterson 

Daniel Dowless 

Arthur Bullock 

David Gooden 

Russell Priest 

Ashley Trivette 

Dr. Ophelia Munn-Goins 

 

 

ITEM 1. Call to Order: 

 

Economic Development Director Chuck Heustess welcomed everyone and 

provided an invocation.  Mr. Heustess turned the meeting over to Bladen’s 

Bloomin’/Agri-Industrial Board Chairman Leon Martin to call the Board of 

Directors’ meeting to order.  Mr. Martin provided a brief update regarding a 

newly appointed member, Ann Garrett, to fill a vacant seat left by retiring 

member Linda Croom.  Mr Martin also reported that two of the Board of 

Directors were unable to attend; Albert Beatty and Greg Taylor. 

 

 

ITEM 2. Regarding Bladen’s Bloomin’/Agri-Industrial, Inc. 

 

Mr. Heustess provided a history of BBAI and how it became the private non-

profit real estate and lending entity.  The UNC School of Government was 

contacted to gain an understanding of how to structure the economic 

development partner.   

 

Mr. Heustess indicated that since its inception, BBAI has successfully assisted 

in developing 1,000 local jobs, assisted in increasing real property tax value of 

approximately $14,000,000 and business personal property tax value of over 

$6,000,000 per year.  Currently Mr. Heustess reported that income to the 

County is over $164,000 annually, which should increase to approximately 

$200,000 during 2018. 

 

A commercial office space project is currently underway at the former Post 

Office location in Elizabethtown.  Mr. Heustess stated that the Elizabethtown-

White Lake Area Chamber of Commerce and one Bladen Community College 

department has committed to moving into the location when the project is 

complete.  A building in Bladenboro has been identified for a potential 

healthcare project, which will secure needed medical-related services to the 

community. 

 

Mr. Heustess went on to state that BBAI’s Board of Directors volunteer their 

time and are not paid and have no ownership in any of the projects. 

 

 

ITEM 3.  Review of Nexsun/Pruet Strategy Memorandum: 

 

Mr. Heustess provided an overview of a product development memorandum 

prepared by Attorney Ernest Pearson of Nexsun/Pruett.  Mr. Pearson provided 

statutory authorities and compelling reasons for the County of Bladen and 

BBAI into contractual agreements for economic development projects.  Mr. 

Heustess highlighted the recommended legal structure of any project contract.  
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He stated that if the project is not carried through, any County investment of 

funds would revert to the County. 

 

Following discussion and by acclamation, the meeting was adjourned at 10:28am. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

______________________________ ___________________________________ 

Maria C. Edwards, Clerk to the Board Ray Britt, Chairman 


