
August 7, 2017 

 
A regular meeting of the Bladen County Board of Commissioners was held at 6:30 pm on 

Monday, August 7, 2017 in the Commissioners Meeting Room of the Bladen County 

Courthouse.  

 

The following members were present: 

Charles R. Peterson, Chairman 

Ray Britt, Vice Chairman 

Arthur Bullock 

G. Michael Cogdell  

David R. Gooden 

Ophelia Munn-Goins 

Russell Priest 

Ashley Trivette 

 

Excused:  Daniel Dowless 

 

Attorney: Allen Johnson, Johnson Law Firm 

 

 

ITEM 1.  Chairman Peterson called the meeting to order.   

 

 Reverend Larry Hayes, Good News Baptist Church, provided the Invocation.  

County Manager Greg Martin led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ITEM 2.  Consent Items: 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden, seconded by Commissioner Priest, the 

Board unanimously approved the following Consent Items: 

A. Agenda. 

B. Minutes of July 17, 2017 Regular Meeting. 

C. Budget Amendments, as follows: 
Tax Administration 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104500.192 Professional Services Legal  208.00  

104500.270 Advertising 126.66  

Revenues    

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenue 334.66  

Bid preparation of deed, fees and advertising on parcel #0013878 & 0013879 Manor Ridge Rd. 

Administration 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105000.185 RHI – Central Services  33.00 

105010.185 RHI – Motor Pool  580.00 

106200.6220.185 RHI – DOA Nutrition  2,278.00 

106400.185 RHI – Soil Conservation 27.00  

106600.185 RHI – Parks & Recreation 38.00  

106700.185 RHI – Library 105.00  

106805.185 RHI – JCPC Grant 15.00  

106805.200.011 JCPC Grant  15.00 

106900.903 To DSS 1,075.00  

106900.901 To Economic Development 33.00  

106900.904 To EMS 461.00  

106930.990 Contingency 1,152.00  

Funding necessary for Retirees Health Insurance increase effective 07/01/2017. 

Motor Pool 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105010.357 Vehicle Repairs 998.35  

Revenues    

103190.011 Insurance Claims 998.35  

Settlement for repairs to a 2016 Dodge Charger vin #1787. 

Sheriff 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105100.200.016 Supplies-Surplus Proceeds 94,229.66  

105100.200.021 Supplies-K9 1,570.01  

105100.601 Excise Tax-Control Substance 15,818.72  

105100.499.043 Incident Provisions 5,567.82  

105100.739 Non-Inventorable 14,960.07  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 132,146.28  

Rollover unspent designated funds for the Sheriff’s Department. 
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Sheriff 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105100.5176.120 Salaries 57,729.00  

105100.5176.122 Bonus 348.00  

105100.5176.181 FICA 4,443.00  

105100.5176.182 Retirement 4,792.00  

105100.5176.183 Group Insurance 11824.00  

105100.5176.185 Retiree Health Insurance 3,514.00  

105100.5176.186 LEO 401K Supplement 2,904.00  

105100.5176.200 Supplies 2,000.00  

105100.5176.212 Uniforms 3,000.00  

105100.5176.741 Capital Outlay-Vehicles 23,402.00  

Revenues    

103270.008 Sheriff – Clarkton Squad 113,956.00  

To set up Clarkton Squad. 

Animal Control 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105200.739 Non Inventorable 4,955.00  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriated 4,955.00  

Rollover unspent funds for recreation area. 

Health 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105900.5910.200.001 Supplies-Nutrition Education 500.00  

105900.5910.200.002 Supplies-Breastfeeding 300.00  

105900.5910.200.003 Supplies-Client Services 931.00  

105900.5910.251 Vehicle Fuels 100.00  

105900.5910.252 Vehicle Usage 300.00  

105900.5910.310 Travel 300.00  

105900.5910.321 Telephone 200.00  

105900.5910.325 Postage 300.00  

105900.5910.353 Copier 100.00  

105900.5910.395.002 Schools & Meetings-Client Services 1,000.00  

Revenues    

103530.130 DHHS-WIC 4,031.00  

Additional WIC Funding. 

Health 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105900.5910.200.003 Supplies-Client Services 2,523.00  

Revenues    

103530.130 DHHS-WIC 2,523.00  

Additional WIC Funding. 

Health 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105900.5960.499.030 Wolfe Mini Grant 500.00  

105900.5960.499.052 Safe Kids 1,350.00  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 1,850.00  

Rollover unspent Grant. 

Health 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105900.5965.126 Part-time Salaries 21,364.00  

105900.5965.181 FICA 1,636.00  

105900.5965.491 Dues & Subscriptions 3,000.00  

Revenues    

103530.163 DHHS-MAP 26,000.00  

Funding for the MAP Program. 

Soil Conservation 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106400.499.006 Miscellaneous Expense – Drill 44,898.25  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriated 44,898.25  

Rollover unspent drill funds, weed wiper funds, donations, etc. 

Administration 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106900.903 To DSS 9,850.38  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriated 9,850.38  

Rollover unspent DSS reserved funds. 
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Administration 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106900.903 To DSS 20,000.00  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriated 20,000.00  

Rollover unspent DSS reserved funds. 

Education 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106910.878 BCC-Matching Grant 50,000.00  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriated 50,000.00  

Rollover unspent funds for matching grant. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.185 RHI – DSS 1,075.00  

Revenues    

143550.080 From General Fund 1,075.00  

Funding necessary for Retirees Health Insurance increase effective 07/01/2017. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.688 Crisis Intervention 32,579.00  

Revenues    

143531.220 DSS Crisis Intervention 32,579.00  

Funding Authorization #2. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.688 Crisis Intervention 172,034.00  

Revenues    

143531.220 DSS Crisis Intervention 172,034.00  

Funding Authorization #3. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.6160.499.050 Memorials 100.00  

146100.6160.545 Federal Adoption 6,651.55  

146100.6160.571 Caring for Kids 2,047.47  

146100.6160.650.001 Foster Care Donations 681.26  

146100.6160.650.002 Child Abuse Awareness 228.72  

146100.6160.650.003 Adult Abuse Awareness 141.38  

Revenues    

143550.080 From General Fund 9,850.38  

Rollover unspent DSS reserved funds. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.739 Non-Inventorable 20,000.00  

Revenues    

143550.080 From General Fund 20,000.00  

Rollover unspent DSS reserved funds. 

Water 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

254702.200.007 Supplies – Water 575.00  

Revenues    

253190.011 Insurance Claims 575.00  

Claim check for damaged fire hydrant. 

Economic Development 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

307200.185 RHI – Economic Development 33.00  

Revenues    

303422.002 From General Fund 33.00  

Funding necessary for Retirees Health Insurance increase effective 07/01/2017. 

EMS 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

325302.185 RHI – EMS 461.00  

Revenues    

323422.002 From General Fund 461.00  

Funding necessary for Retirees Health Insurance increase effective 07/01/2017. 

D. County Attorney Invoices. 

Date Department Amount 

6/20/17 Sheriff’s Office $  3,875.00 

7/12/17 Bladen County Water District $  2,025.00 

7/17/17 Health Department $  675.00 
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7/19/17 Sheriff’s Office $  475.00 

7/27/17 Administration $  275.00 

8/01/17 Retainer for Aug-17 $  300.00 

 Total $  7,625.00 
 

E. Tax Releases No. 6-17, incorporated by reference and made a part of these 

Minutes. 

F. FY 2017-18 NC Cardinal Memorandum of Agreement. 

G. FY 2017-18 Evans Computer Solutions Emergency Back-Up Services 

Agreement. 

H. FY 2017-18 Correctional Behavioral Health Service Agreement. 

I. Maintenance Agreement with Wireless Communications, Inc.  

J. FY 2017-18 Medicaid Transportation Renewal Agreement with Bladen Area 

Rural Transportation System (BARTS). 

K. FY 2017-18 Medicaid Transportation Renewal Agreement with West Bladen 

Assisted Living. 

L. FY 2017-18 Medicaid Transportation Renewal Agreement with Woods 

Transportation. 

M. FY 2017-18 Low Income Emergency Assistance (LIEAP) and Crisis 

Intervention Program Outreach Plan. 

N. AARP Host Agency Agreement Regarding a Senior Community Service 

Employment Program for the Benefit of Division on Aging. 

O. Use of Courthouse Lawn at 6pm on Monday, September 11, 2017 for an 

annual Cry Out America Program. 

P. FY 2017-18 Renewal Lease Agreement with Southeastern Community & 

Family Services, Inc. 

 

 

ITEM 3. Public Hearing: 

 

A. Chairman Peterson declared open a Public Hearing to receive comments 

regarding a proposed amendment to Bladen County’s Tobacco Use 

Ordinance.  

No one in attendance addressed a proposed amendment. 

Chairman Peterson declared closed the Public Hearing. 

 

 

ITEM 4. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 

 

Chairman Peterson recognized Mr. Dawson Singletary who had requested an 

opportunity to address the Board.  Mr. Singletary provided information regarding 

a proposed stream debris removal project in Bryant Swamp which he indicated 

would adversely affect citizens in western Bladen County and within the Town of 

Bladenboro.  He stated that without sediment removal and shoring-up of lateral 

canals, water would not flow properly. 

In closing, Mr. Singletary expressed appreciation for an opportunity to address his 

concerns. 

 

 

ITEM 5. Matters of Interest to Commissioners: 

 

A. Mr. Martin called on Human Resources Director Shonteia Keaton to introduce 

Bladen County’s summer intern Justin Ruffin.  Ms. Keaton stated that Mr. 

Ruffin, a West Bladen graduate, currently attends UNC-Charlotte where he is 

majoring in Finance and Management Information Systems.  He is a rising 

junior.  He also serves on the Building Better Brothers Club and the Black 

Student Union.   

Mr. Ruffin expressed appreciation for the opportunity to serve Bladen County 

as its summer intern. 

 

Chairman Peterson recognized Commissioner Cogdell to address the Board.  

Commissioner Cogdell indicated his concerns regarding mental health MCO 

Eastpointe’s closed network of providers.  Commissioner Cogdell stated that there 

are no in-network providers within Bladen County.  He stated his understanding 
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that the Board of Commissioners could submit a request to Eastpointe for 

endorsement consideration of a local provider.     

Commissioner Cogdell asked that County Manager Greg Martin inquire about the 

endorsement process for local private providers to be included in the Eastpointe 

network. 

 

 

ITEM 6. Bladen County Inclusion and Diversity Committee:  (Sandra Cain and Kayla 

Brianne, Co-Chairs) 

 

A. Mrs. Cain and Ms. Brianne provided an overview of recent activities and 

introduced each of the members of the committee.  A mission statement has 

been developed by the committee, along with short-term and long-term goals.  

Ms. Brianne stated that available September dates have been submitted to the 

Office of Minority Health for a county-wide diversity training session.  All 

Bladen County employees will be encouraged to participate.  Ms. Brianne 

stated that there would be no expense to the County for this diversity training.   

A quarterly email newsletter is proposed for the near future.   

Mrs. Cain and Ms. Brianne expressed appreciation. 

 

 

ITEM 7. Register of Deeds:  (Beverly Parks, Register of Deeds) 

 

A. Mrs. Parks provided a brief overview of a proposed Resolution establishing a 

specific cut-off time for recording instruments and issuing marriage licenses.   

Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Britt, seconded by 

Commission Cogdell, the Board unanimously adopted the following 

Resolution Establishing the Hours for Recordation of Instruments and 

Issuance of Marriage Licenses: 

     
 

 

ITEM 8. Sheriff’s Office:  (Jim McVicker, Sheriff) 

 

A. Sheriff McVicker and Captain Jeff Singletary provided an overview of a 

proposed Memorandum of Agreement with the Town of Clarkton for law 

enforcement services.  Captain Singletary further explained that by providing 

a one-year agreement for services, the Town of Clarkton may be eligible for a 

future grant to assist in offsetting expense for services.   

B. Captain Singletary provided a brief explanation of a proposed Motor Vehicle 

User Agreement with the Town of Clarkton for law enforcement officers 

assigned by the above referenced Memorandum of Agreement.  The vehicles 

would be provided for a four-year period.   

 

Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden, seconded 

by Commissioner Priest, the Board unanimously approved a Memorandum of 

Agreement for Law Enforcement Services and a Motor Vehicle User 

Agreement with the Town of Clarkton.  

 

 

ITEM 9. Planning Department:  (Greg Elkins, Director) 

 

A. Mr. Elkins provided information regarding a proposed text amendment to the 

Bladen County Zoning Ordinance regarding solar farm permitting.  Mr. Elkins 

explained that currently a solar farm developer would apply for a conditional 

use zoning permit and if all conditions were met, a permit would be approved 

and issued by the Planning Director.   

Mr. Elkins stated that the text amendment, if approved, would require a solar 

farm to apply for a Special Use permit.  After the Planning Director’s review 

of a Special Use permit application, the request must be reviewed by the 
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Planning Board and a Public Hearing would be scheduled prior to the 

approval and issuance of a Special Use permit. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner 

Britt, the Board unanimously scheduled a Public Hearing to receive comments 

regarding a proposed text amendment to the Bladen County Zoning 

Ordinance. 

 

 

ITEM 10. Soil & Water Conservation:  (Dean Morris, Director) 

 

A. Mr. Morris provided an update regarding a Stream Debris Removal project.  

Mr. Morris indicated that the County of Bladen has qualified for grant funds 

to complete the project.  Hurricane Matthew exacerbated an already existing 

flooding issue.  Mr. Morris stated that Bladen County has been awarded $1.1 

million toward the funding of this expansive project.  Bladen County will 

work in cooperation with Columbus County and Robeson County to remove 

stream debris, including beaver dams from the run of Bryant Swamp, Black 

River, and South River.   

Mr. Morris stated that this project will assist in alleviating future flooding 

events.  Sediment removal is not a part of this project other than a possible 

portion of the Black River.  Possibly working under a nation-wide permit, 

Bladen County would be able to remove sediment to the river’s existing 

depth.   

Mr. Morris stated that bid packages would be published soon for potential 

project kickoff by mid-October.  

Commissioner Cogdell inquired regarding Brown’s Creek which runs through 

Elizabethtown.  Mr. Morris stated that Brown’s Creek is on the list for 

possible debris removal.  There are a number of channels within Bladen 

County which need attention.   

Commissioner Munn-Goins inquired regarding the Kelly area.  Mr. Morris 

stated that the Lyon Canal Drainage District has applied for and been awarded 

funds to complete a stream debris removal project in the Kelly area, involving 

the Lyon and the Diversion Canals.   

B. Upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden, seconded by Commissioner Munn-

Goins, the Board unanimously approved a US Department of Agriculture, 

Natural Resources Conservation Services Funding Agreement. 

C. Upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden, seconded by Commissioner 

Cogdell, the Board unanimously authorized Bladen County Program Contact 

Dean Morris to sign on behalf of the County of Bladen.  Finance Officer Lisa 

Coleman has been designated as Administrative Contact for this program. 

 

 

ITEM 11. Advisory Board Appointments for Consideration During August 21, 2017 

Meeting:  

 

A. EMS Advisory Council (2) 

B. Industrial Facilities and Pollution Control Financing Authority (2) 

C. Planning Board (1) 

 

 

ITEM 12. County Manager:  (Greg Martin) 

 

A. Mr. Martin reviewed Board calendars for the months of August and 

September, 2017. 

B. Mr. Martin requested the Board to consider scheduling Board of Health 

training for 4pm on Monday, August 21, 2017.  Following discussion, the 

Board asked Mr. Martin and Health & Human Services Director David 

Howard to provide alternate dates for this training. 

Mr. Martin also reminded the Board that Kenneth Armstrong would be on 

hand prior to the next Board meeting scheduled for Monday, August 21, to 

take a new group picture of the Board. 
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ITEM 13. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 

 

 No one in attendance addressed the Board. 

 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the meeting was 

unanimously adjourned at 7:17pm. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Maria C. Edwards, Clerk to the Board  Charles R. Peterson, Chairman 

        Bladen County Board of Commissioners 


