
June 19, 2017 

 
A regular meeting of the Bladen County Board of Commissioners was held at 6:30 pm on 

Monday, June 19, 2017 in the Commissioners Meeting Room of the Bladen County Courthouse.  

 

The following members were present: 

Charles R. Peterson, Chairman 

Ray Britt, Vice Chairman 

Arthur Bullock 

G. Michael Cogdell  

Daniel Dowless 

David R. Gooden 

Ophelia Munn-Goins 

Russell Priest 

Ashley Trivette 

 

Attorney: Leslie Johnson, Johnson Law Firm 

 

ITEM 1.  Chairman Peterson called the meeting to order.   

 

 Reverend Larry Hayes, Good News Baptist Church, provided the Invocation.  

County Manager Greg Martin led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ITEM 2.  Consent Items: 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Dowless, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, 

the Board unanimously approved the following Consent Items: 

A. Agenda. 

B. Minutes of June 5, 2017 Regular Meeting. 

C. Minutes of June 6, 2017 Special Meeting. 

D. Budget Amendments, as follows: 
Governing Board 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104100.192 Professional Services Legal 30,000.00  

104100.491 Dues & Subs 200.00  

Revenues    

103101.030 Taxes-Prior Years 30,200.00  

To cover year end. 

Tax Administration 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104500.192 Professional Services Legal 181.00  

104500.270 Advertising 117.36  

Revenues    

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenue 298.36  

Bid preparation deed, fees & advertising at 1206 Lightwood Knot Rd. 

Tax Administration 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104500.412 Bldg/Equipment Rent 200.00  

104500.611.035 CS NexGen 300.00  

104500.900.001 CC Fees 2,500.00  

104500.900.002 Vehicle Collections 50,000.00  

Revenues    

103101.015 NCVTS Current Year 53,000.00  

To cover year end. 

Register of Deeds 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104800.310 Travel 30.00  

104800.499.003 Miscellaneous Excise 20,000.00  

104800.499.009 Miscellaneous Domestic 1,500.00  

Revenues    

103160.011 ROD Revenue Stamps 21,530.00  

To cover year end. 

Sheriff 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105100.499 Miscellaneous Expense 75.00  

105100.741 Capital Outlay-Vehicles 7,850.00  

105100.5110.190.002 Professional Services Medical 30,000.00  

105100.5110.499 Miscellaneous Expense 1,500.00  

105100.5110.739 Non-Inventorable 65.00  

105100.5120.499 Miscellaneous Expense 60.00  

105100.5130.200 Supplies 2,400.00  

105100.5130.352 M/R Equipment 2,000.00  

105100.5175.200 Supplies 120.00  
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105100.610 Contract Services  75.00 

105100.200.016 Supplies-Surplus  13,815.00 

105100.5120.200 Supplies  60.00 

105100.5175.200 Supplies  120.00 

105100.5110.413 Inmate Rent 8,200.00  

Revenues    

103101.010 Taxes-Current Year Ad Valorem 1,0945.00  

103190.040 Sheriff DOC 1,600.00  

103260.018 Jail-Commissions 2,837.00  

103260.019 Jail-Misdemeanant 8,019.00  

103260.020 Jail Fees 6,726.00  

103270.010 Court Costs 8,073.00  

To cover year end. 

Health 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105900.900.001 CC Fees 100.00  

Revenues    

103560.015 CC Fees 100.00  

To cover year end. 

Soil Conservation 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106400.499.064 Butters Richardson Grant 20,000.00  

Revenues    

103470.004 Butters Richardson Grant 20,000.00  

To cover year end. 

Parks & Recreation 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106600.499 Miscellaneous Recreation  2,000.00 

106600.740 Capital Outlay 5,802.00  

106600.272 Concessions 1,100.00  

106600.493 Refunds 100.00  

106600.321 Telephone 336.00  

Revenues    

103660.012 Recreation Concession Fees 3,200.00  

103660.010 Recreation Fees 1,500.00  

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenue 302.00  

103660.006 Recreations – Other Vendors 336.00  

Purchase a Gator for $5,800 with excess revenues. 

Library 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106700.200 Supplies & Materials 500.00  

Revenues    

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenues 500.00  

Donation from Woodmen of the World. 

Education 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106910.881 BOE-Capital Outlay  16,704.87 

106910.882 BOE-Sales Tax 190,286.27  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 173,581.40  

Rollover funds from 2015-2016 of unspent sales tax proceeds. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.689 Energy Neighbor 454.00  

Revenues    

143531.031 Energy Neighbor 454.00  

Funding Authorization #14. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.693 Medicaid Transportation 45,000.00  

Revenues    

143531.320 Medicaid Transportation 45,000.00  

100% Federal for current and future expenses. 

Water 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

254702.491 Dues & Subs 205.00  

254702.740 Capital Outlay Equipment 7,655.00  

254702.900.001 CC Fees 6,000.00  

Revenues    

253420.010 CC Fees 6,000.00  

253190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 7,860.00  

To cover year end. 
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Economic Development 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

307200.120.001 BBAI Supplement 8,904.00  

Revenues    

303190.059 BBAI Supplement 8,904.00  

To cover year end. 

EMS 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

325302.120 Salaries 27,050.00  

325302.125 Overtime 20,725.00  

325302.126 Part-Time 51,850.00  

325302.181 FICA 2,600.00  

325302.182 Retirement 500.00  

325302.183 Group Insurance  25,000.00 

325302.185 Retiree Health Insurance 5,200.00  

325302.492 Bad Debt 606,540.00  

Revenues    

323280.011 Billing Revenue 689,465.00  

To cover year end and accruals. 

E. County Attorney Invoices. 

Date Department Amount 

5/12/17 Sheriff’s Office $  2,525.00 

5/19/17 Sheriff’s Office $  595.00 

5/25/17 Sheriff’s Office $  775.00 

5/30/17 Administration $  3,725.00 

 Total $  7,620.00 

F. Tax Releases No. 5-17, incorporated by reference and made a part of these 

Minutes. 

G. Authorize County Manager to Approve Budget Amendments through June 

30, 2017. 

H. The following Resolution Supporting the Display of the National Motto, “In 

God We Trust”, in a Prominent Location in the County of Bladen, North 

Carolina: 

     
 

ITEM 3. Matters of Interest to Commissioners: 

 

Chairman Peterson recognized Commissioner Munn-Goins.  Commissioner Munn-Goins wished 

to further discuss the cost of the Commissioners’ group photos which are to be placed in County-

owned facilities.  She stated that the labor to frame and mat the photos have been offered as a 

donation.   

 

Chairman Peterson recognized Commissioner Priest.  Commissioner Priest asked that the group 

photos of the Board of Commissioners be included on the agenda for the upcoming meeting 

scheduled for July 17, 2017.  Commissioner Priest stated that his request is to further discuss and 

perhaps consider voting again. 

 

Chairman Peterson recognized Commissioner Cogdell.  Commissioner Cogdell stated that he has 

had a number of citizens have approached him wishing to contribute funds to cover the cost of 

the photographs.  Commissioner Cogdell requested that the agenda also include an opportunity to 

discuss and consider accepting donations to complete the photography project. 

 

Chairman Peterson recognized Commissioner Britt.  Commissioner Britt addressed the Board to 

clarify that the labor involved to frame and mat group photos of the Board was to be donated by 

his family to reduce the County’s expense for the project.  Commissioner Britt also stated that a 

significant reduction of cost has been identified for the reproduction of the photos.   

 

Chairman Peterson recognized Mr. Martin.  Mr. Martin clarified that the information presented at 

a recent Board meeting was all that was available at the time of the meeting.  Chairman Peterson 

stated that if there had been a question or clarification which should have been discussed during 

the presentation, it should have taken place during discussion regarding the photo project. 
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Chairman Peterson recognized Commissioner Trivette.  Commissioner Trivette asked what 

benefit would the County realize by installing Board photos throughout county-owned facilities.   

 

Following discussion, the Board indicated its request to revisit the project at the July 17, 2017 

Board meeting. 

 

A. Chairman Peterson and the entire Board recognized Cereca Newkirk upon her 

retirement effective June 1, 2017.  Ms. Newkirk expressed her appreciation. 

B. Ms. Johnice Autry was recognized by Chairman Peterson and the entire Board 

upon her retirement effective July 1, 2017.  Ms. Autry expressed her 

appreciation. 

C. Chairman Peterson and the entire Board recognized Vicki Pait upon her 

retirement effective July 1, 2017.  Ms. Pait expressed her appreciation. 

 

ITEM 4. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 

 

A. Chairman Peterson recognized Ms. Patricia Hammonds of the Lumber River 

Workforce Development Board.  Ms. Hammonds introduced herself to the 

Board.  She shared the Workforce Development Board’s request to reappoint 

two Board members whose terms are ending June 30, 2017.  Ms. Hammonds 

expressed her appreciation. 

 

ITEM 5. Bladen County Schools:  (Sharon Penny, Finance Officer) 

 

A. Mrs. Penny presented an application to the Public School Building Capital 

Fund, North Carolina Lottery, in the amount of $141,625 for a roof 

replacement project over the main classroom building at Bladenboro Primary 

School.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Britt, seconded by Commissioner 

Gooden, the Board unanimously approved a NC Education Lottery, Public 

School Building Capital Fund Application for the benefit of Bladenboro 

Primary School. 

B. Mrs. Penny presented an application to the Public School Building Capital 

Fund, North Carolina Lottery, in the amount of $117,050 for a roof 

replacement project over the gym and foyer at Bladenboro Middle School.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner 

Priest, the Board unanimously approved a NC Education Lottery, Public 

School Building Capital Fund Application for the benefit of Bladenboro 

Middle School. 

C. Mrs. Penny presented an application to the Public School Building Capital 

Fund, North Carolina Lottery, in the amount of $58,300 for a roof 

replacement project over the gym offices and classrooms at Bladenboro 

Middle School.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden, seconded by 

Commissioner Bullock, the Board unanimously approved a NC Education 

Lottery, Public School Building Capital Fund Application for the benefit of 

Bladenboro Middle School. 

 

 

ITEM 6. Public Library:  (Kelsey Edwards, Director) 

 

A. Mrs. Edwards provided information regarding a proposed “Foods for Fines” 

Drive at the Bladen County Library from Monday, June 26, 2017 through 

June 30, 2017.  Mrs. Edwards stated that many other libraries use Foods for 

Fines programs to give back to the community as well as help those with large 

overdue fines.  Food donations would only count toward overdue fines, not 

toward lost items, replacement cards, or any other library fines or fees. 

Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Dowless, seconded 

by Commissioner Trivette, the Board unanimously approved a Foods for 

Fines Drive, scheduled for June 26, 2017 through June 30, 2017. 

 

 

ITEM 7. Revenue Department:  (Renee Davis, Tax Assessor) 

 

A. Mrs. Davis provided information regarding a recent bid to purchase County-

owned property (Parcel ID:  0003824) submitted by Brenda Bealon in the 

amount of $4,446.50, with a request for a private sale and an extenstion of 
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ninety (90) days to pay in full.  Mrs. Davis stated that the property was 

foreclosed by the County of Bladen in 2016.  The County’s expense at the 

time of foreclosure was $4,446.50.  Following discussion and upon a motion 

by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner Dowless, the Board 

unanimously accepted Ms. Bealon’s bid in the amount of $4,446.50, granting 

her request for a private sale and extended terms of ninety (90) days to pay in 

full.    

 

 

ITEM 8. Finance Office: (Lisa Coleman, Finance Officer) 

 

A. Mrs. Coleman reviewed a financial dashboard for the ten-month period ending 

May 31, 2017. 

 

 

ITEM 9. Advisory Board Appointments: 

 

A. Animal Control Board (4):  Upon a motion by Commisioner Dowless, 

seconded by Commissioner Cogdell, the Board unanimously reappointed Dr. 

Erin White and Sonya K. Edge to three-year terms of service, and, waiving the 

policy on term limits, reappointed Mike Jackson and Mark Moore to three-

year terms of service, with the terms expiring June 30, 2020. 

B. Bladen Community College Board of Trustees (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Priest, seconded by Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board 

unanimously reappointed Dr. Frank Gemma to a four-year term of service, 

and, waiving the policy on term limits, reappointed Mary Andrews to a four-

year term of service, with the terms expiring June 30, 2021. 

C. Carvers Creek Fire Service District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Bullock, seconded by Commissioner Britt, the Board 

unanimously reappointed Mike Jacobs and Jerry D. Andrews to three-year 

terms of service, with the terms expiring June 30, 2020. 

D. Hickory Grove Fire Service District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Gooden, seconded by Commissioner Cogdell, the Board, 

waiving the policy on term limits, unanimously reappointed Charles McKeel 

and Clifton Townsend to three-year terms of service, with the terms expiring 

June 30, 2020. 

E. Kelly Fire Service District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Bullock, seconded by Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board, 

waiving the policy on term limits, unanimously reappointed Carolyn 

Cromartie, Jerry Potter, and William H. Corbett to three-year terms of service, 

with the terms expiring June 30, 2020. 

F. Local Emergency Planning Committee (6):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the Board 

unanimously reappointed Debra Conner, and Sheila Rains; and appointed 

Heather Ellis, David Foster, Vernon James, and Erin Smith, to three-year 

terms of service, with the terms expiring June 30, 2020. 

G. Lumber River Workforce Development Board (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner Dowless, the Board 

unanimously reappointed Teri Beard and Thomas Brooks to two-year terms of 

service, with the terms expiring June 30, 2019. 

H. Bladen County Planning Board (1):  Upon a motion by Commissioner 

Dowless, seconded by Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board unanimously 

reappointed Jeffrey S. Smith to a three-year term of service, with the term 

expiring June 30, 2020. 

I. Bladen County Recreation Committee (4):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Priest, seconded by Commissioner Cogdell, the Board, waiving 

the policy on term limits, unanimously reappointed Kevin McLean, Billy 

Thompson, William Corbett, and Chris Tatum, to three-year terms of service, 

with the terms expiring June 30, 2020. 

J. Tar Heel Fire Service District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Bullock, seconded by Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board, 

waiving the policy on term limits, unanimously reappointed Eddie Knight and 

Dailey Council to three-year terms of service, with the terms expiring June 30, 

2020. 
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K. Tobermory Fire Service District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Gooden, seconded by Commissioner Cogdell, the Board 

unanimously reappointed Laura Willis and, waiving the policy on term limits, 

unanimously reappointed Miriam Penfield to three-year terms of service, with 

the terms expiring June 30, 2020. 

L. White Lake Fire Service District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Trivette, seconded by Commissioner Priest, the Board 

unanimously reappointed Lee Cain and Buddy Strickland to three-year terms 

of service, with the terms expiring June 30, 2020. 

M. White Oak Fire Service District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Gooden, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the Board 

unanimously reappointed Jake Bedsole, and waiving the policy on term limits, 

unanimously reappointed Larry Sessoms to three-year terms of service, with 

the terms expiring June 30, 2020. 

 

 

ITEM 10. County Manager:  (Greg Martin) 

 

Mr. Martin asked to address a misunderstanding regarding donated service to frame and mat the 

Commissioners’ photos.  Mr. Martin expressed his apologies for not clearly conveying 

information regarding the donation of services.  The net cost of approximately $1,450 is an 

estimated cost of the project with labor for framing and matting being donated.  Mr. Martin 

thanked Commissioner Britt and his family for their kind offer.   

 

A. Mr. Martin reviewed Board calendars for June and July 2017. 

 

Mr. Martin discussed a need for an opportunity to further discuss the Proposed FY 2017-18 

Budget.  Following discussion, it was determined that Budget discussions could continue 

beginning at 3:30pm on Tuesday, June 20, 2017. 

 

 

ITEM 11. Matters of Interest to Commissioners: 

 

No one in attendance brought matters to the Board. 

 

 

ITEM 12. Closed Session: 

 

A. Upon a motion by Commissioner Bullock, seconded by Commisioner 

Gooden, the Board unanimously entered Closed Session at 7:05 pm in 

Accordance with NCGS 143-318.11 (a) (3) Attorney-Client Privilege.  

B. Upon a motion by Commissioner Dowless, seconded by Commissioner Priest, 

the Board exited Closed Session at 7:46 pm. 

 

Health and Human Services Director David Howard and General Services Manager Kip 

McClary were recognized to update the Board regarding the recent concern about GenX in the 

Cape Fear River.  Both Mr. McClary and Mr. Howard stated that the water supply for Bladen 

County does not directly come from the Cape Fear River, but from ground water.  A request has 

been made on behalf of Bladen County for the EPA to test the water supply.  Following 

discussion, the Board expressed its appreciation for the update and requested Mr. McClary and 

Mr. Howard maintain open communication with the County Manager as well as the Board. 

 

Chairman Peterson recessed the meeting at 7:57 pm, until 3:30 pm on Tuesday, June 20, 2017. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Maria C. Edwards, Clerk to the Board  Charles R. Peterson, Chairman 

        Bladen County Board of Commissioners 


