
November 20, 2017 

 
A regular meeting of the Bladen County Board of Commissioners was held at 6:30 pm on 

Monday, November 20, 2017 in the Commissioners Meeting Room of the Bladen County 

Courthouse.  

 

The following members were present: 

Ray Britt, Vice Chairman 

Arthur Bullock 

Daniel Dowless 

G. Michael Cogdell  

David R. Gooden 

Dr. Ophelia Munn-Goins 

Russell Priest 

Ashley Trivette 

 

Excused: Chairman Charles Peterson 

 

Attorney: Allen Johnson, Johnson Law Firm 

 

ITEM 1.  Vice Chairman Britt called the meeting to order.  He stated that Chairman 

Peterson had requested to be excused due to an emergency. 

 

 Reverend Larry Hayes, Good News Baptist Church of Bladenboro, provided the 

Invocation.  Guest 4-H’er Chelsea Lesane led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ITEM 2.  Consent Items: 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Dowless, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, 

the Board unanimously approved the following Consent Items: 

A. Agenda. 

B. Minutes of November 6, 2017 Regular Meeting. 

C. Budget Amendments, as follows: 
Motor Pool 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105010.357 M/R Vehicles 106.58  

Revenues    

103190.011 Insurance Claims 106.58  

Repairs to 2012 McCoy Ambulance #8647. 

Library 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106700.200 Supplies & Materials 25.00  

Revenues    

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenue 25.00  

Library Donation. 

Library 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106700.310 Travel 237.00  

106700.395 Schools 500.00  

106700.232 Books 1,000.00  

106700.200 Supplies 5,000.00  

106700.610 Contract Services 3,000.00  

106700.499 Miscellaneous Expense 1,000.00  

Revenues    

103630.010 F/S Library 10,737.00  

Additional State funding for Library. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.689 Energy Neighbor Fund 456.00  

Revenues    

143531.031 Energy Neighbor Fund 456.00  

Funding Authorization #6. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.6160.550 Smart Start 8,378.00  

Revenues    

143690.000 Smart Start 8,378.00  

Funding Authorization #1. 
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Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.6160.565 Child Day Care 3,801.00  

Revenues    

143531.310 Child Day Care 3,801.00  

Funding Authorization#2. 

Bladenboro Fire District 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

425342.499 Miscellaneous Expense 9,500.00  

425342.499 Miscellaneous Expense 18,716.11  

Revenues    

423190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 28,216.11  

$9500 for thermal imaging cameras for SCBA and an extra Hurst O-Cutter, $18,716.11 repairs to 513. 

D. County Attorney Invoices. 

Date Department Amount 

10/11/17 Sheriff’s Office $  2,125.00 

10/23/17 Computer Operations $  895.00 

10/27/17 Sheriff’s Office $  1,275.00 

11/02/17 Health Department $  875.00 

11/03/17 November-17 Retainer $  300.00` 

11/06/17 Emergency Medical Services $  1,775.00 

 Total $  7,245.00 
 

E. Engagement Letter with Nexsen Pruet Regarding Economic Development. 

F. Travel Assistance to Bladen County All-Star Teams as follows: 

  10U Girls, Coach Mike Potter $500 

  10U Boys, Coach Nathan Allen $500 

  12U Girls, Coach Paul Evans  $500 

  14U Boys, Coach Freddie McElveen $500 

G. Courthouse Lawn Use Request for Saturday, December 16, 2017 Submitted 

by Women Encouraging Women. 

H. Renewal Agreement with NC State Laboratory of Public Health Clinical 

Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) Contract Program. 

I. Renewal Agreement with Columbus County Health Department. 

J. Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) Code and Fee for Nexplanon 

Contraceptive. 

 

ITEM 3. Individual/Delegates Wishing to Address the Commissioners: 

 

 Anthony Norris, representing the Elizabethtown Fire Department, extended an 

invitation to the Board of County Commissioners to attend its Christmas Party 

scheduled for December 2, 2017. 

 

 Beth Markesino addressed the Board of Commissioners regarding GenX and her 

continued frustration of perceived non-action.  Vice Chairman Britt told Ms. 

Markesino that an update regarding Genx is on the agenda.  She thanked Vice 

Chairman Britt, indicating that she would address the Board following the 

presentation if needed. 

 

ITEM 4. Matters of Interest to Commissioners: 

 

 No one brought an item for discussion. 

 

Due to a large number of individuals who were interested in the Water District portion of the 

agenda, Vice Chairman Britt revised the order of the agenda. 

 

ITEM 10. Bladen County Water District Board of Directors:  

 

A. Upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden, seconded by Commissioner 

Trivette, the Board unanimously exited Regular session and entered session as 

Water District Board of Directors at 6:38pm.   

B. General Services Director Kip McClary expressed appreciation to the Board 

and introduced NC Department of Environmental Quality, Division of Waste 
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Management Director Michael Scott.  Mr. Scott further introduced other staff 

members present, as follows: 

Sheila Holman, Assistant Secretary of NC Department of 

Environmental Quality for Environment; 

  Heidi L. Cox, Division of Water Infrastructure; 

  Linda M. Culpepper, Water Resources; 

  Jamie Kritzer, Public Information Officer, Deputy Secretary 

 

Mr. Scott provided a detailed update regarding GenX and the concerted efforts 

going forth.  The State of North Carolina, Cumberland County, Bladen 

County and Chemours have been and will continue to consider many options 

to supply safe water to the affected residents in close proximity to the 

Chemours site.   

 

Chemours is considering the following three options: 

 Chemours supplying whole-house filtration systems to the affected 

residents 

 Drilling deeper residential wells 

 Contracting with Bladen County and/or PWC in Fayetteville to 

extend water lines to those residents 

 

Ms. Holman also addressed the Board regarding fish tissue sampling.  She 

stated that at this time, it appears that GenX has not adversely affected fish in 

the Cape Fear River.  She stated that testing of emissions from Chemours’ 

exhaust stacks continues.  Ms. Holman expressed appreciation. 

 

Mr. McClary introduced the County’s Consulting Engineer Adam Kiker of 

LKC Engineering.  Mr. Kiker provided an overview of two (2) options to 

extend the Bladen County water system to serve affected households in 

Bladen County.  One of the options also would supply water to Cumberland 

County.   

 

Mr. Kiker indicated that the cost estimates for the two (2) options are as 

follows: 

 With a connection into Cumberland County  $1,677,100 

 Includes new production well cost  $   540,000 

 

 Water main extension     $1,228,800 

 Includes new production well cost  $   540,000 

 

Mr. Kiker stated that a proposed extension project would take approximately 9 

months to a year to complete.  He also stated that he had discussed this 

possibility with USDA, Bladen County’s funding source for the planned water 

expansion project.  USDA representatives have already indicated its openness 

to funding scope augmentation and/or adjustments.   

 

Mr. Kiker indicated his willingness to expedite the engineering portion of a 

water expansion to provide water to the affected households. 

 

Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Dowless, seconded 

by Commissioner Gooden, the Board unanimously exited the session as Water 

District Board of Directors and entered regular session at 7:44pm. 

 

 

ITEM 3. Individual/Delegates Wishing to Address the Commissioners: 

 

 Beth Markesino reintroduced herself following the Water District Session.  She 

stated that she represented Wilmington’s Stop GenX in Our Water.  She shared 

her frustration with the NC Department of Environmental Quality and demanded 

that Chemours permits be revoked immediately.   

 

 Ms. Markesino also stated that she had been in contact with Senators Tillis and 

Burr regarding Chemours and GenX tainted drinking water.  She also indicated 

her fear of other toxins in the Cape Fear River. 
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 Michael Watters introduced himself to the Board in order to share additional 

information.  He shared his frustration regarding perceived lack of transparency 

on the Department of Environmental Quality’s behalf.  He offered to share 

information with the Board regarding chemical levels in his residential well.   

 

 Vice Chairman Britt briefly recessed the meeting at 7:54pm. 

 

 Vice Chairman Britt reconvened the meeting at 8:07pm. 

 

 

ITEM 5. Public Hearing: 

 

A. Vice Chairman Britt declared open a Public Hearing to receive comments 

regarding a 2019 Community Transportation Program Grant.  No one in 

attendance addressed the Board. 

Vice Chairman Britt declared closed the Public Hearing. 

 

B. Upon a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner Priest, 

the Board unanimously adopted a FY 2019 Public Transportation Program 

Resolution. 

 

ITEM 6. Finance Department:  (Lisa Coleman, Finance Officer) 

 

A. Mrs. Coleman reviewed a Financial Dashboard for the four-month period 

ending October 31, 2017.  She stated that invoices are still being processed to 

close out the Detention and Law Enforcement Center construction project.  A 

final report will be presented for information at a future meeting. 

 

ITEM 7. Emergency Services:  (Bradley Kinlaw, Director) 

 

A. Mr. Kinlaw provided a brief overview of a Homeland Security Grant 

Agreement in the amount of $76,000 for a three (3) Regional Rehab Trailers 

and one (1) Support Trailer.  Mr. Kinlaw stated that the trailers would be 

made available to Fire, Law Enforcement, Emergency Services, and EMS 

throughout the region.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Bullock, seconded 

by Commissioner Gooden, the Board unanimously approved a Homeland 

Security Grant Agreement in the amount of $76,000 for the purchse of three 

(3) Regional Rehab Trailers and one (1) Support Trailer.  

 

ITEM 8. Health and Human Services Agency – Health Department 

 

A. Communicable Disease Nurse Sheila Rains and Sexually Transmitted Disease 

Coordinator Lisa Britt provided updates.  Ms. Rains indicated that a new 

tuberculosis case had been identified late last week.  Both Ms. Rains and Ms. 

Britt indicated that the number of identified cases has not increased. 

Following discussion, the Board expressed appreciation. 

 

ITEM 9. Health and Human Services Agency-Social Services: (Vickie Smith, Director) 

 

A. Mrs. Smith asked that a Consumer Credit Application Agreement with 

TransUnion, LLC be tabled to a future meeting. 

The item was tabled by acclamation. 

 

B. Mrs. Smith provided a brief overview of a Revised Emergency Assistance 

Policy.  She stated that revisions were necessitated to provide more clarity of 

the policy which provides guidance in approving federal TANF Emergency 

Assistance Applications to families who are in crisis situations. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Bullock, seconded by Commissioner Priest, 

the Board unanimously approved a Revised Emergency Assistance Policy. 

 

C. Mrs. Smith provided an overview of a Memorandum of Understanding with 

Bladen County Smart Start, which is to define the responsibilities of each 

agency regarding the use of Smart Start federal funding for subsidy services 

for 2017-2018.  These funds assist families with child care for parents to 
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remain employed or to complete higher education requirements.  Bladen 

County DSS will receive $192,528 for TANF/CCDF eligible children for 

administrative services to support the subsidy program. 

Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Munn-Goins, 

seconded by Commissioner Trivette, the Board unanimously approved a 

Memorandum of Understanding with Bladen County Smart Start. 

 

 

ITEM 11. Advisory Board Appointments: 

 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Bullock, seconded by Commissioner Priest, the 

Board unanimously tabled each of the following Advisory Board Appointments. 

 

A. Animal Control Board (1) 

B. Bay Tree Lakes Fire District Committee (2) 

C. Clarkton ETJ (2) 

D. Clarkton Fire District (3) 

E. White Lake Planning and Zoning (1) 
 

 

ITEM 12: Advisory Board Appointments for Consideration at December 18, 2017 

Meeting: 

A. BARTS Advisory Board (6) 

B. Division on Aging Committee (6) 

C. Economic Development Commission (6) 

D. Library Board (2) 

E. Personnel Advisory Board (1) 
 

 

ITEM 13. County Manager:  (Greg Martin) 

 

A. Mr. Martin reviewed Board calendars for the months of November and 

December, 2017. 

 

B. Mr. Martin provided an overview of an Independent Contractor Agreement 

Regarding the Interim HHS Director and Health Director.  Mr. Wayne 

Raynor, who has served Bladen County in the past in this position, has 

indicated his availability and willingness to again serve in this capacity.  Upon 

a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the 

Board unanimously approved an Independent Contractor Agreement with 

Wayne Raynor regarding the Interim HHS Director and Health Director. 

 

C. Mr. Martin stated that a policy is being developed to mirror the Parks and 

Recreation Advisory Board policy regarding financial travel assistance.   

 

D. The Board viewed a brief NCACC County News update video for November 

2017. 

 

 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the meeting 

was unanimously adjourned at 8:30pm. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Maria C. Edwards, Clerk to the Board  Charles R. Peterson, Chairman 

        Bladen County Board of Commissioners 


