
September 3, 2019 

 
A regular meeting of the Bladen County Board of Commissioners was held at 6:30 pm on 

Tuesday, September 3, 2019.  The meeting was held in the Commissioners’ Room, located on 

the lower level of the Bladen County Courthouse, 106 East Broad Street, Elizabethtown.   

 

The following members were present: 

Charles R. Peterson, Chairman 

David R. Gooden 

Michael Cogdell 

Dr. Ophelia Munn-Goins 

Daniel Dowless 

Ray Britt 

Russell Priest 

Ashley Trivette 

Arthur Bullock 

 

Attorney: Will Johnson, Johnson Law Firm 

 

 

ITEM 1.  Mr. G.C. Bryan, Oak Grove Baptist Church, provided an Invocation.  County 

Manager Greg Martin led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Prior to addressing Consent Items, Chairman Peterson asked that Item 6D-Consider Accepting 

an Agreement for the Purchase and Sale of County-Owned Property (PIN No. 1311 0768 0809) 

Located on 420 Martin Luther King Drive, Elizabethtown, be removed from the Agenda. 

 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Bullock, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board 

unanimously removed Item 6D from the Agenda. 

 

Commissioner Bullock asked that Items 2H-Resolution Designating Applicant’s Agent 

Regarding DR-4285, and 2I-Memorandum of Agreement with the County of Onslow Regarding 

the Transfer of a Public Safety Rehabilitation Trailer Purchased by a FY2018 Homeland Security 

Grant (EMW No. 2018-SS-00053), be moved to the Emergency Services portion of the Agenda 

for more information. 

 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden, seconded by Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board 

unanimously moved items 2I and 2H to Emergency Services Items 7C and 7D. 

 

ITEM 2. Consent Items: 

 

 Upon a motion by Commissioner Bullock, seconded by Commissioner Munn-

Goins, the Board unanimously approved the following Consent Items: 

A. Agenda, with the removal of Item 6D, and moving Items 2H and 2I to 7C 

and 7D. 

B. Minutes of the August 19, 2019 Regular Meeting. 

C. Budget Amendments, as follows: 
Tax Administration 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104500.192 Professional Services Legal 188.00  

104500.270 Advertising 124.06  

Revenues    

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenue 312.06  

0045182 to Badger Holdings LLC. 

Central Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105000.740 Capital Outlay – Equipment 163,000.00  

105000.741 Capital Outlay – Vehicles 9,500.00  

105000.739 Non-Inventorable 2,000.00  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 174,500.00  

Rollover 17-18 and 18-19 capital funding. 

Health 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105900.740 Capital Outlay – Equipment 85,000.00  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 85,000.00  

Renovations rollover 18-19. 
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Health 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105900.5960.211.001 Fire Prevention Grant 439.46  

105900.5960.499.030 Wolfe Mini Grant 500.00  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 939.46  

Rollover 18-19. 

Division on Aging 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106200.6230.287 Ensure 4,035.00  

Revenues    

103530.024 Ensure 4,035.00  

Overage for additional Ensure for citizens. 

Facilities Fees 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

126601.499 Miscellaneous Expense 64,830.00  

Revenues    

123190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 64,830.00  

Rollover 17-18 and 18-19 projects. 

Solid Waste 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

205800.741 Capital Outlay-Vehicles 31,240.00  

Revenues    

203190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 31,240.00  

Rollover 18-19. 

Water 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

254702.740 Capital Outlay Equipment 127,000.00  

Revenues    

253190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 127,000.00  

Rollover 18-19. 

D. County Attorney Invoices. 

Date Department Amount 

8/26/2019 BARTS 2,750.00 

8/27/2019 Water District 1,526.00 

8/28/2019 E M S 750.00 

8/30/2019 Emergency Services 300.00 

 Total $  5,326.00 

E. NC Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services Agreement for the 

Protection, Development, and Improvement of Forest Lands for the Period of 

July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020. 

F. The following National Senior Center Month Proclamation: 

     
G. Surplus Declaration for a Service Side Arm and Gold Investigator Badge in 

Accordance with NCGS 20-187.2(a). 

H. Moved to Item 7C.  See Item 1 above. 

I. Moved to Item 7D.  See Item 1 above. 

J. Annexation Petition to the Town of Elizabethtown for County-Owned 

Property Located on Smith Circle. 

K. Amended Facilities Use Agreement with the North Carolina Conference of 

the United Methodist Church Disaster Response Team. 

 

 

ITEM 3. Special Recognition: 

 

A. Chairman Peterson and the entire Board recognized Division on Aging 

Director Kelly Robeson and Senior Center Director Barbara McLaurin.  The 

Board presented to Mrs. Robeson and Ms. McLaurin a recently adopted 

National Senior Center Month Proclamation.  Chairman Peterson read aloud 

the Proclamation. 
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ITEM 4. Matters of Interest to Commissioners: 

 

Chairman Peterson stated that the Kelly levee breaches had all been repaired.  He further stated 

that the contractor and the Kelly Dike District Committee had discussions regarding construction 

of ramps over the dike in several locations.  Chairman Peterson stated that a contract was being 

developed to allow for this additional work to be completed. 

 

Commissioners Cogdell and Munn-Goins inquired regarding the ongoing maintenance of the 

dike/levee.  Chairman Peterson stated that it was the responsibility of the Kelly Dike District 

Committee, but that the County was supporting the committee. 

 

 

ITEM 5. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 

 

No one in attendance addressed the Board. 

 

 

ITEM 6. Revenue Department:  (Renee Davis, Tax Assessor/Administrator) 

 

A. Ms. Davis provided an overview of a bid in the amount of $4,275 for County-

owned property (PIN No. 0379 0081 6323) located at 15845 NC 53 Hwy. 

West, White Oak.  Ms. Vanessa Rodriguez submitted the bid on August 22, 

2019.  She stated that the investment to the County was $4,275 on the 

property which carries as assessed tax value of $17,450.  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Bullock, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board 

unanimously accepted the bid in the amount of $4,275 for the 1.11 acre tract 

of land (PIN No. 0379 0081 6323).  By accepting the bid, the upset bid 

process was initiated. 

B. Ms. Davis provided a brief overview of a bid in the amount of $500 for 

County-owned property (PIN No. 1239 0048 5684) located on Riverside 

Road, Elizabethtown.  Ms. Vanessa Rodriguez submitted the bid on August 

22, 2019.  She stated that the .09 acre tract of land carries an assessed tax 

value of $320, with an investment to the County of $500.  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the Board 

unanimously accepted the bid in the amount of $500 for the County-owned 

property (PIN No. 1239 0048 5684).  By accepting the bid, the upset bid 

process was initiated.   

C. Ms. Davis provided an overview of a bid in the amount of $4,500 for County-

owned property (PIN No. 1235 0005 3093) located at 370 Susie Baldwin 

Road.  She stated that the 1.0 acre tract of land carries an assessed tax value of 

$7,000, and the investment to the County was $4,500.  The bid was submitted 

by the former owner, Ms. Angeline Powell, who has requested a private sale.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden, seconded by Commissioner 

Cogdell, the Board unanimously accepted the $4,500 bid for County-owned 

property (PIN NO. 1235 0005 3093), as well as accepting the request for a 

private sale.  By accepting the private sale, the upset bid process is not 

required. 

D. Removed from Agenda.  See Item 1 above. 

E. Ms. Davis provided an overview of a bid in the amount of $9,830 for County-

owned property (PIN No. 1311 0768 0809) located at 420 Martin Luther King 

Drive, Elizabethtown.  Mr. Charles Coe submitted the bid on August 30, 

2019.  She stated that the .12 acre tract of land carries an assessed tax value of 

$40,930, and the investment to the County was $9,830.  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner Cogdell, the Board 

unanimously accepted a bid in the amount of $9,830 for County-owned 

property (PIN No. 1311 0768 0809) located at 420 Martin Luther King Drive, 

Elizabethtown.  By accepting the bid, the upset bid process was initiated. 

F. Ms. Davis provided an update regarding a proposed Resolution in support of a 

one-time advancement of county-wide reappraisal.  She stated that the NC 

Department of Revenue had recommended this action, due to a median sales 

ratio of 90.02% and a trimmed coefficient of dispersion (COD) of 32.33.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner 

Trivette, the Board adopted the following Resolution in Support of a One-

Time Advancement of County-Wide Reappraisal on a vote of eight (8) AYES 
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(Cogdell, Trivette, Priest, Britt, Peterson, Gooden, Bullock, Munn-Goins) to 

one (1) NO (Dowless): 

     
 

 

ITEM 7. Emergency Services:  (Nathan Dowless, Director) 

 

A. Mr. Dowless provided an overview of a NC Emergency Management CDBG-

DR Community Recovery/Infrastructure (CRI) Program Project Information 

form regarding a storm water drainage study for the Town of Bladenboro.  He 

stated that this was the last step in the process in order for funding in the 

amount of $45,000 to be allocated to the County.  He further stated that no 

Bladen County tax funds would be used to complete the study.  Following 

discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Britt, seconded by 

Commissioner Dowless, the Board unanimously approved a NC Emergency 

Management CDBG-DR Community Recovery/Infrastructure (CRI) Program 

Project Information form regarding a storm water drainage study for the Town 

of Bladenboro. 

B. Mr. Dowless reviewed bid tabulations for a bid opening held on August 20, 

2019.  He stated that of the bids received, two bidders, From the Ground Up 

Construction and Development and Winchip Construction, had provided low 

bids for four (4) rebuild and elevation projects.  Following discussion and 

upon a motion by Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner 

Britt, the Board unanimously accepted the following three (3) low bids 

submitted by From the Ground Up Construction and Development, and one 

(1) low bid submitted by Winchip Construction, for projects located on 

Pompie Road, Elizabethtown, Martin Luther King Drive, Elizabethtown, 

Clinton Road, Elizabethtown, and Ashe Street, Bladenboro: 

    
C. Mr. Dowless provided an overview of a Resolution Designating Applicant’s 

Agent regarding DR-4285.  He stated that this was to revise a prior resolution 

submitted to the State to record a change in administration.  He would now be 

the primary contact, and County Manager Greg Martin would be the 

secondary contact.  Following discussion and upon a motion by 

Commissioner Trivette, seconded by Commissioner Dowless, the Board 

unanimously adopted the following Resolution Designating Applicant’s Agent 

regarding DR-4285: 

     
 

D. Mr. Dowless provided an overview of a Memorandum of Agreement with the 

County of Onslow regarding the transfer of a public safety rehabilitation 

trailer purchased by a FY2018 Homeland Security Grant (EMW No. 2018-SS-

00053).  Mr. Dowless stated that Bladen County had been designated as a 

“hub county” to receive funding through Homeland Security grants to 

purchase several rehabilitation trailers to be transferred to counties in the 

region.  Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Trivette, 

seconded by Commissioner Britt, the Board unanimously approved a 

Memorandum of Agreement with the County of Onslow regarding the transfer 
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of a public safety rehabilitation trailer purchased by a FY2018 Homeland 

Security Grant. 

 

Mr. Dowless provided an update regarding Hurricane Dorian preparations throughout the 

County.  He discussed plans to open shelters at East and West Bladen High Schools, East 

Arcadia School, and Bladen Lakes School.  He stated that the Health Department and 

Department of Social Services staff would be in place to provide coverage at the various shelters 

when the need arose.  He shared that support staff had already been deployed to Bladen County 

to provide additional leadership and support.  He stated that a swift water team would also be 

arriving later in the evening.  Following additional discussion, the Board expressed appreciation. 

 

 

ITEM 8. Advisory Board Appointments for Consideration during September 16, 2019 

Board Meeting: 

 

A. BARTS Advisory Board (2) 

B. Child Fatality Prevention Team (2) 

C. EMS Advisory Committee (6) 

D. Industrial Facilities and Pollution Control Financing Authority (1) 

E. Voluntary Agriculture Districts Committee (2) 

F. Watershed Review Board (2) 

 

 

ITEM 9. County Manager:  (Greg Martin) 

 

A. Mr. Martin reviewed Board calendars for the months of September and 

October 2019.   

B. Mr. Martin provided an overview of a recommendation made by a Beaver 

Management Program Committee to establish a Beaver Management Program 

Advisory Board, with two (2) members to be appointed from each of Bladen 

County’s three districts.  Chairman Peterson expressed that Vice Chairman 

David Gooden and Staff member Dean Morris would need to be included as 

well for ease of communication.  Mr. Martin also reminded the Board that 

Columbus County Commissioners would consider a shared program with 

Bladen County during its Board meeting as well.  Chairman Peterson 

indicated that the establishment of the advisory board would be on the next 

agenda if Columbus County Board of Commissioners approved a mutual 

program. 

C. Mr. Martin briefly reviewed a draft Remote Participation which the Board, 

during the previous meeting, requested to be revisited during this meeting.  

Following discussion and by consensus, the Board expressed no interest in 

continuing to discuss a Remote Participation Policy.  

D. Mr. Martin reviewed information regarding Third Party Benefits 

Administrator services.  He stated that an interview panel had recommended 

partnering with Lacy West-Thomas Insurance Agency to provide a 

supplemental insurance program for county employees.  He stated that this 

service would be voluntary for all full-time employees and employee paid.  

Following discussion regarding costs and portability, upon a motion by 

Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board 

tabled the topic until additional information is available to all Board members.  

The motion passed upon a vote of eight (8) AYES (Cogdell, Munn-Goins, 

Priest, Trivette, Britt, Gooden, Dowless, Bullock) to one (1) NO (Peterson).   

E. Mr. Martin provided an overview of a request from the North Carolina 

National Guard regarding World War I monument construction projects in 

Raleigh and in France.  The request is to donate $1,000 and to provide 8 

ounces of soil so that 4 ounces can be housed in Raleigh and 4 ounces housed 

in France.  Following further discussion, the Board, by consensus, expressed 

no interest in participating in the program. 

 

 

ITEM 18. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 

 

No one in attendance addressed the Board. 
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Upon a motion by Commissioner Bullock, seconded by Commissioner Britt, the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:41pm.   

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Maria C. Edwards, NCCCC    Charles R. Peterson, Chairman 

Clerk to the Board      Bladen County Board of Commissioners 


