
June 15, 2020 

 
A regular meeting of the Bladen County Board of Commissioners was held at 6:30 pm on 

Monday, June 15, 2020.  The meeting was held in the Superior Courtroom, located on the second 

level of the Bladen County Courthouse, 106 East Broad Street, Elizabethtown.   

 

The following members were present: 

Ray Britt, Chairman 

David R. Gooden, Vice Chairman 

Charles R. Peterson 

Michael Cogdell 

Daniel Dowless 

Arthur Bullock 

Ashley Trivette 

Dr. Ophelia Munn-Goins 

 

Excused: Russell Priest 

 

Attorney: Allen Johnson, Johnson Law Firm 

 

 

ITEM 1.  Commissioner Peterson provided an invocation.  County Manager Greg Martin 

led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

ITEM 2. Consent Items: 

 

 Upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, 

the Board unanimously approved an Agenda amendment to include, under Item 4, 

Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners, an Update 

Regarding a NC Resiliency and Recovery Project to be presented by Emergency 

Mangement Director Nathan Dowless. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, 

the Board unanimously approved the following Consent Items 

A. Agenda, amended to include item 4A1. Update Regarding a NC Resiliency 

and Recovery Project. 

B. Minutes of the June 3, 2020 Regular Meeting. 

C. Minutes of the June 8, 2020 Special Meeting Regarding FY 2020-21 Budget. 

D. Budget Amendments, as follows: 
Governing Board 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104100.739 Non-Inventoryable 7,800.00  

106800.802 Juvenile Services  7,800.00 

Funding to replace Welcome to Bladen County Signs. 

Tax Administration 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104500.192 Professional Legal 200.00  

104500.192.002 Professional Foreclosures 35.00  

104500.270 Advertising 98.06  

Revenues    

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenue 333.06  

Off NC 11 Hwy Parcel #0017789. 

Tax Administration 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104500.192 Professional Legal 400.00  

104500.192.002 Professional Foreclosures 54.00  

104500.270 Advertising 290.26  

Revenues    

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenue 744.26  

Off Lewis St. #0005111 & MLK near Quail St #0015438. 

Central Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105000.740 Capital Outlay 183,450.00  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 183,450.00  

Insurance proceeds received during Hurricane Florence for Courthouse Windows. 
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Library 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106700.234 Electronic Materials 500.00  

Revenues    

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenue 500.00  

Walmart Donation to purchase additional e-content. 

Golden Leaf – Truck Driving Facility 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

118000.197.001 Golden Leaf – Truck Driving Facility 800,000.00  

Revenues    

113472.003 Golden Leaf – Truck Driving Facilitydete 800,000.00  

Golden Leaf Grant for Truck Driving Facility at Training Center. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.689 Energy Neighbor 1,471.00  

Revenues    

143531.031 Energy Neighbor 1,471.00  

Funding Authorization #12 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.689 Energy Neighbor 3,639.27  

Revenues    

143531.031 Energy Neighbor 3,639.27  

Funding Authorizations #1-11. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.120 Salaries   2,000.00 

146100.6160.590 Special Foster – All County 1,000.00  

Revenues    

143531.280 SSBG Federal  1,000.00 

Medical bill for Foster Care child. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.120 Salaries   450.00 

146100.6160.590 Special Foster – All County 225.00  

Revenues    

143531.280 SSBG Federal  225.00 

Medical bill for Foster Care child. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.6160.002 Child Abuse Awareness  310.00  

Revenues    

143190.028 Child Abuse Awareness 310.00  

Donations for Child Abuse Awareness. 

E. County Attorney Invoices. 

Date Department Amount 

6/01/2020 June 2020 Retainer 300.00 

6/04/2020 Water District 1,000.00 

6/09/2020 Sheriff’s Office 750.00 

 Total $  2,050.00 

F. Authorize County Manager to Approve Budget Amendments through June 

30, 2020. 

G. Tax Releases No. 5.20, incorporated by reference and made a part of these 

Minutes. 

H. FY 2020-21 Bladen County Department of Social Services Low Income 

Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP) and Crisis Intervention Program 

Outreach Plan. 

I. NC Cardinal Memorandum of Agreement, Contract Number 2569. 

J. Memorandum of Agreement with the University of North Carolina at 

Wilmington. 

 

 

ITEM 3. Public Hearing: 

 

A. Chairman Britt declared open a Public Hearing to receive comments regarding 

a Rezoning Request submitted by Yeseree Davis for property (PIN No. 0355-

00-26-1471) located at 931 Chickenfoot Road, Tar Heel.  The request is to 
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rezone the property from Residential/Agriculture (RA) to Commercial (C) for 

the purpose of establishing a retail store/seafood market. 

Chairman Britt recognized Planning Director Greg Elkins to provide 

additional information and answer any questions.  Mr. Elkins recognized Ms. 

Davis in attendance and inquired if there were any questions to be answered 

No one in attendance or via remote participation addressed the Board. 

Chairman Britt declared closed the Public Hearing. 

B. Mr. Elkins shared with Board members that the Planning Board, after 

reviewing Ms. Davis’ application, had returned a favorable review of her 

request. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner 

Trivette, the Board, determining the request is consistent with the adopted 

2013-2030 Bladen County Land Use Plan and that the request is reasonable 

and in the public interest, unanimously approved the rezoning request 

submitted by Ms. Davis for the property (PIN No. 0355-00-26-1471) located 

at 931 Chickenfoot Road, Tar Heel, to be rezoned from 

Residential/Agriculture (RA) to Commercial (C) for the purpose of 

establishing a retail store/seafood market. 

 

 

ITEM 4. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 

 

Emergency Services Director Nathan Dowless provided an update regarding a NC Rebuild 

program.  He stated that since mid-March when services were restricted due to COVID-19, that 

application intake had ceased.  He shared that deadlines had been extended for both Hurricane 

Matthew and Florence Elevation and Reconstruction programs. 

   

A. Chairman Britt recognized Clarkton Mayor Tim Tart to address the Board.  

Mr. Tart expressed appreciation and provided further information regarding a 

financial request in the amount of $5,800 for each of the next six (6) years.  

He stated that the Town of Clarkton had identified funds in the amount of 

$15,000 used to assist in renovating the Dixie Youth ballfields.  Following 

further discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden, seconded by 

Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board unanimously approved a one-time 

appropriation in the amount of $20,800 to assist in necessary renovations and 

repairs to the ballfields. 

Mr. Tart expressed appreciation. 

 

 

ITEM 5. Matters of Interest to Commissioners: 

 

Chairman Britt recognized Commissioner Munn-Goins to address the Board.  Commissioner 

Munn-Goins, expressing appreciation regarding a recent mosquito spraying update, inquired if a 

schedule could be shared.  Dr. Duncan indicated that a schedule could be provided dependent 

upon weather.  She stated that she would follow up with Environmental Health Director Kory 

Hair to provide updates.  

 

 

ITEM 6. Revenue Department:  (Renee Davis, Administrator/Assessor) 

 

A. Ms. Davis provided an overview of a bid in the amount of $1,000 for county 

owned property (PIN No. 0269-2090-8742) located off Hwy. 242.  She stated 

that the property had been gifted the property in 1994.  The $1,000 investment 

to the County was taking into consideration the amount of property tax not 

collected during the time the property was in the County’s name.  The bid, 

submitted by Evangelo Bowden, was received on June 4, 2020, for the 

property with an assessed tax valuation of $3,600.  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the Board 

unanimously accepted Mr. Evangelo Bowden’s $1,000 bid for County-owned 

property (PIN No. 069-02090-8742).  By accepting the bid, the upset bid 

process was initiated. 

B. Ms. Davis presented a bid for County-owned property (PIN No. 1322-0048-

3833) located off Buddy’s Drive.  She stated that the bid, submitted by 

Richard Lee Smith, covers the investment to the County in the amount of 

$4,740, on the 2.34 acre tract of land.  She further stated that the property tax 
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valuation is listed as $7,300.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, 

seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board unanimously accepted the 

$4,740 bid submitted by Mr. Richard Lee Smith for County-owned property 

(PIN No. 1322-0048-3833).  By accepting the bid, the upset bid process was 

initiated. 

 

 

ITEM 7. Finance Office:  (Lisa Coleman, Finance Officer): 

 

A. Mrs. Coleman reviewed a Financial Dashboard for the eleven-month period 

ending May 31, 2020.  She reminded the Board, that due to a three-month 

delay, sales tax revenues would be rolled back into FY 2019-20 through 

September 2020. 

 

 

ITEM 8. Health and Human Services Agency:  (Dr. Terri Duncan, Director) 

 

A. Dr. Duncan provided an update regarding COVID-19.  Following Dr. 

Duncan’s update and further discussion, the Board expressed appreciation. 

B. Dr. Duncan briefly reviewed a FY 2019-20 Vital Statistics report.   

 

 

ITEM 9. Computer Operations:  (Robin Hewett, Director) 

 

A. Mr. Hewett provided an update regarding a telephone project to identify 

efficiencies and cost-cutting efforts.  He further stated that identified savings 

of approximately $40,000 would assist in offsetting the initial purchase price 

of a new phone system and the return of investment could be 4.35 years. 

B. Mr. Hewett provided an overview of a Starvision Metro Ethernet contract for 

Bladen County EMS to provide enhanced services at a reduction of the current 

monthly cost.  Following brief discussion and upon a motion by 

Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Trivette, the Board 

unanimously approved a Starvision d/b/a Star Communications Metro 

Ethernet Services Agreement.   

C. Mr. Hewett provided an overview of a Starvision Metro Ethernet contract for 

Bladen County Government to provide enhanced services at a reduction of the 

current monthly cost.  Following brief discussion and upon a motion by 

Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the Board 

unanimously approved a Starvision d/b/a Star Communications Metro 

Ethernet Services Agreement.   

 

 

ITEM 10. Advisory Board Appointments: 

 

A. Animal Control Board (4)  Upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, 

seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board, waiving the rules on term 

limis, unanimously reappointed Mark Moore and Mike Jackson to three year 

terms of service, and reappointed Dr. Erin White and Sonya King Edge to 

three-year terms, with the terms expiring June 30, 2023. 

B. Carvers Creek Fire District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, the Board, 

waiving the rules on term limits, unanimously reappointed Mike Jacobs and 

Jerry Andrews to three-year terms of service, with the terms expiring June 30, 

2023. 

C. Hickory Grove Fire Service District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Gooden, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the Board, 

waiving the rules on term limits, reappointed Clifton Townsend and Charles 

McKeel to three-year terms of service, with the terms expiring June 30, 2023. 

D. Juvenile Crime Prevention Council (8):  Upon a motion by Commissioner 

Gooden, seconded by Commissioner Peterson, the Board appointed Reverend 

Alton Marshburn to a three-year term of service.  Reverend Marshburn was 

appointed upon a vote of five (5) AYES (Gooden, Peterson, Britt, Trivette, 

Dowless) to three (3) NOES (Bullock, Munn-Goins, Cogdell).  Commissioner 

Munn-Goins made a motion to appoint Reverend Larry Hayes to a three–year 

term of service.  Commissioner Cogdell provided a second.  Upon a vote of 
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three (3) AYES (Munn-Goins, Cogdell, Bullock) to five (5) NOES (Gooden, 

Peterson, Britt, Trivette, Dowless), the motion was defeated.  Upon a motion 

by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board 

appointed Connie Holland, Phillip Little, and reappointed Guardian Ad Litem 

representative Randy Ellis, Substance Abuse Professional Dr. Cathy Gantz, 

Business representative Mark Gillespie, Nonprofit representative Stevie Craig 

and Parks and Recreation representative Dom Whittington to three year terms, 

with the terms expiring June 30, 2023.  The motion carried by a vote of five 

(5) AYES (Peterson, Gooden, Britt, Trivette, Dowless) to three (3) NOES 

(Munn-Goins, Bullock, Cogdell. 

E. Kelly Fire Service District Committee (3):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Trivette, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board, 

waiving the rules on term limits, unanimously reappointed William Henry 

Corbett, Carolyn Cromartie, and Jerry Potter to three-year terms of service, 

with the terms expiring June 30, 2023. 

F. Local Emergency Planning Committee (6):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Trivette, the Board 

unanimously reappointed Dr. Terri Duncan, Heather Ellis, Tiffany Pait, David 

Foster, Vernon James and Charlotte Smith to three-year terms of service, with 

the terms expiring June 30, 2023. 

G. Planning & Zoning Board of Adjustments (1):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, unanimously 

appointed Tom Lancaster to a three-year term of service, with the term 

expiring June 30, 2023. 

H. Recreation Committee (4):  Upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, 

seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board, waiving the rules on term 

limits, unanimously reappointed William Corbett and Chris Tatum, and 

reappointed Mike Dove and Robert Mazur to three-year terms of service, with 

the terms expiring June 30, 2023. 

I. Southeastern Community and Family Services (1):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board 

unanimously extended Commissioner Bullock’s term of service an additional 

year at the request of Southeastern Community and Family Services.  The 

term of service will now be extended through June 30, 2021. 

J. Tar Heel Fire Service District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board, 

waiving the rules on term limits, reappointed Eddie Knight and Dailey 

Council to three-year terms of service, with the terms expiring June 30, 2023. 

K. Tobermory Fire Service District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the Board, 

waiving the rules on term limits, reappointed Mariam Penfield and Laura 

Willis to three-year terms of service, with the terms expiring June 30, 2023, 

L. White Lake Fire Service District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Trivette, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board, 

waiving the rules on term limits, unanimously reappointed Lee Cain and 

Buddy Strickland to three-year terms of service, with terms expiring June 30, 

2023. 

M. White Oak Fire Service District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board, 

waiving the rules on term limits, reappointed Larry Sessoms and Jake Bedsole 

to three-year terms, with terms expiring June 30, 2023. 

 

 

ITEM 11. County Manager:  (Greg Martin) 

 

A. Mr. Martin reviewed calendars for the months of June and July 2020. 

B. Mr. Martin provided reviewed a Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) plan to be 

submitted to the state.  He stated that the CRF was funded through the federal 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act.   

C. Mr. Martin provided an overview of a Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) Sub-

Grant Agreement.  He stated that this agreement would be executed between 

the County and each municipality receiving a portion of the CRF funds to 

assist in offsetting COVID-19-associated purchases.  Following discussion 

and upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner 
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Bullock, the Board unanimously approved an amended agreement to include 

records retention of five (5) years for all expenditures. 

D. Mr. Martin provided information regarding a temporary alternate court facility 

plan due to COVID-19.  He stated that the court system had requested the use 

of the Elizabethtown Middle School gymnasium for district court.  He also 

expressed appreciation to the NC Courts System, Bladen County Schools and 

Bladen County Sheriff’s Office for their input and assistance in developing a 

plan for the expansion.  He stated that the use of the gymnasium would begin 

on June 26, 2020. 

E. Mr. Martin inquired of the Board regarding FY 2020-21 Budget discussion or 

consideration.  By consensus, the Board unanimously agreed to purchase an 

additional EMS rescue vehicle in the amount of approximately $150,000, and 

requested that the one-time grant in the amount of $20,800 to the Town of 

Clarkton to assist with Dixie Youth ballfield renovations and repairs be 

included in the FY 2020-21 Budget. 

Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded 

by Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board unanimously adopted the FY 2020-

21 Budget. 

Chairman Britt expressed appreciation to the Board and county staff in the 

development of the FY 2020-21 Budget. 

 

 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Trivette, the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:56pm.   

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Maria C. Edwards, NCCCC    Ray Britt, Chairman 

Clerk to the Board      Bladen County Board of Commissioners 


