
May 20, 2019 

 
A regular meeting of the Bladen County Board of Commissioners was held at 6:30 pm on 

Monday, May 20, 2019 in the Commissioners’ Room located on the lower level of the Bladen 

County Courthouse.  

 

The following members were present: 

Charles R. Peterson, Chairman 

David R. Gooden, Vice Chairman  

Michael Cogdell 

Dr. Ophelia Munn-Goins 

Arthur Bullock 

Daniel Dowless 

Ashley Trivette 

Ray Britt 

Russell Priest 

 

Attorney: Allen Johnson, Johnson Law Firm 

 

 

ITEM 1.  Reverend Warren Hill, Bethel Baptist Church, provided the Invocation.  Guest 4-

H’er Addison Douglas led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

ITEM 2.  Consent Items: 

  

 Upon a motion by Commissioner Dowless, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, 

the Board unanimously approved the following Consent Items: 

A. Agenda. 

B. Minutes of May 6, 2019 Regular Meeting. 

C. Minutes of May 14, 2019 Special Meeting. 

D. Budget Amendments, as follows: 
Governing Board 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104100.499 Miscellaneous Expense 96.00  

Revenues    

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenue 96.00  

Board members reimbursed County for plant in memory of Robert Munn. 

Tax Administration 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104500.192 Professional Services Legal 2,000.00  

104500.192.002 Professional Services Foreclosures 5,986.20  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 7,986.20  

Foreclosure/Attorney fees. 

Motor Pool 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105010.357 M/R – Vehicles 3,302.94  

Revenues    

103190.011 Insurance Claims 3,302.94  

2017 Dodge Charger – VIN #2735. 

Division on Aging 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106200.6230.0120 Salaries  7,121.00 

Revenues    

103530.029 DOA-BG Senior Center Ops  7,121.00 

103530.017 Senior Center Donations 565.49  

103530.028 N/SC Program Inc 1,364.61  

103530.049 Nutrition Reimbursement 534.90  

103530.018 BG Home Improvements  2,465.00 

Adjust Block Grant to actual. 

Parks and Recreation 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106600.499.008 Deputies  2,000.00 

106600.350 M/R Buildings and Grounds 1,000.00  

106600.499 Miscellaneous Expense 1,263.05  

Revenues    

103660.009 Recreation – Donations 263.05  

Funding for future expenses. 
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Library 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106700.200 Supplies 500.00  

Revenues    

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenue 500.00  

WOW Lodge #262 donation for summer reading program. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.6161.739 Non-Inventorable 505.00  

146100.6161.341 Printing 250.00  

146100.6161.200 Supplies 420.00  

146100.6161.499.067 Monetary Incentives 500.00  

146100.6161.310.003 Participant Transportation 500.00  

146100.6161.310 Travel (Staff) 2,250.00  

146100.6161.499 Miscellaneous Expense 600.00  

146100.6161.801 Indirect Costs 600.00  

146100.6161.288 Food 600.00  

146100.6161.499.068 Non-Monetary Incentives 1,712.50  

146100.6161.990 Contingency 2,062.50  

Revenues    

143531.030 Every Teen Counts Grant (SHIFT NC) 10,000.00  

Additional Grant received 04/30/2019. 

E. County Attorney Invoices. 

Date Department Amount 

4/29/2019 Board of Elections 1,825.00 

5/08/2019 Health & Human Services Agency 750.00 

5/14/2019 Water District 2,000.00 

 Total $  4,575.00 

F. Tax Releases No. 4-19, incorporated by reference and made a part of these 

Minutes. 

G. The following Proclamation in Honor of Garrtis “Pistol” McLean: 

     
H. Lease Agreement with Southeastern Community and Family Services, Inc. 

I. Facilities Use Agreement with North Carolina Conference of the United 

Methodist Church Disaster Response Team (NCCUMCDR). 

J. The following Resolution Designating Applicant’s Agent (DR 4283-

DRA17): 

     
K. The following Resolution Designating Applicant’s Agent (DRA 4283-HM 

DRA): 

     
L. The following Resolution Designating Applicant’s Agent (DR 4283-HMGP): 

     
M. The following Resolution Designating Applicant’s Agent (DR 4294-HMGP): 
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N. The following Resolution Designating Applicant’s Agent (FEMA 4393-DR-

NC): 

     
O. NC Department of Public Safety, Division of Emergency Management 

Disaster Assistance Agreement Regarding Hurricane Florence (FEMA-4393-

DR-NC). 

P. Agreement with the Town of Dublin for the County of Bladen to provide tax 

collection services. 

Q. Agreement with the Town of East Arcadia for the County of Bladen to 

provide tax collection services. 

R. FY 2019-20 NC Tier II Grant in the amount of $1,000 for the Benefit of the 

Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC). 

 

 

ITEM 3. Matters of Interest to Commissioners: 

 

Chairman Peterson shared a 5-minute video produced by Lumber River Council of Governments 

related to flooding and aftermath of Hurricane Florence. 

 

 

ITEM 4. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 

 

 No one in attendance addressed the Board of Commissioners. 

 

 

ITEM 5. Special Recognition: 

 

A. Chairman Peterson and the entire Board recognized Garrtis “Pistol” McLean 

and presented Mr. McLean a recently adopted Proclamation in his honor.  Mr. 

McLean was joined by his family as he expressed appreciation for this 

recognition. 

 

 

ITEM 6. Health and Human Services Agency:  (Terri Duncan, Director) 

 

A. Ms. Duncan reviewed a 2018 Vital Statistics Report, which also included 

prior years’ information.  The number of 2018 reported deaths was 228, to 

162 reported births in Bladen County.  Ms. Duncan reminded the Board that 

Cape Fear Valley-Bladen County Hospital has recently closed the Obstetrics 

department.  She stated that home births would likely be the only Bladen 

County births reported going forth. 

B. Ms. Duncan provided an overview of a Contract with Zoom Sourcing, Inc.  

The agreement would allow for temporary staffing to assist in providing 

services to clinical patients if needed.  She reminded the Board that once a 

Family Nurse Practitioner was hired, there would no longer be a need for 

temporary staffing.  Following discussion and upon a motion by 

Commissioner Britt, seconded by Commissioner Trivette, the Board 

unanimously approved a Contract with Zoom Sourcing, Inc. 

C. Ms. Duncan provided information regarding a recent multi-state measles 

outbreak.  She stated that measles is a highly contagious disease, especially to 

high-risk individuals; infants and children under 5 years of age, adults over 20 

years of age, pregnant women, and those with compromised immune systems.  

There are currently over 800 cases reported in twenty-two (22) states.  A 

reason for the outbreak is that individuals are not being vaccinated, due to 

religious conviction, or refusing the vaccine for themselves and/or their 

children. She was pleased to be able to say that there are no reported cases in 

Bladen County or in North Carolina currently.  Following discussion, the 

Board expressed appreciation to Ms. Duncan for the update, as well as the 

Health Department being as proactive as possible. 
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D. Ms. Duncan reviewed the following financial information regarding the 

Community Alternatives Program (CAP): 

   
Ms. Duncan stated that currently the program provides services to 117 CAP/D 

adults and 7 CAP/C children.  She stated that the state CAP supervisor has 

indicated that capitated fee for services may be forthcoming in August, 2019.  

It is not known how revenues would be impacted.  There is not a definite time 

line or published fee schedule.  She stated that three of the five employees 

have left CAP.  No one has applied for vacant CAP supervisor or CAP social 

worker positions. 

The state CAP supervisor is currently working on a plan to assist Bladen 

County in the interim and perhaps for the long-term if the County divests the 

program.  Clients currently enrolled could be served by other agencies.  She 

stated that if the County decided to divest the program, the County could 

make a recommendation regarding a successor.  However, the final decision 

would be made by the state Community Alternatives Program.  They have 

held discussions with three (3) different entities to provide short-term, and 

even long-term, assistance with the County’s program. 

State CAP representatives have encouraged the Health Department to 

continue with the program.  As state representatives have stated, local clients 

would be served by local employees who understand their particular 

challenges and situation.   

Ms. Duncan stated that there has not been a recommendation by the Health 

and Human Services Agency Advisory Committee to continue or to divest the 

program.   

Following further discussion, the Board expressed appreciation. 

 

 

ITEM 7. Department of Social Services:  (Vickie Smith, Director) 

 

A. Mrs. Smith provided an overview of a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) with the NC Department of Health and Human Services.  She 

reminded the Board that each county Department of Social Services was 

required to execute a MOU regarding mandated performance requirements, 

excluding Medicaid programs.  Following discussion and upon a motion by 

Commissioner Britt, seconded by Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board 

approved the Memorandum of Understanding on a vote of eight (8) AYES 

(Britt, Munn-Goins, Priest, Cogdell, Trivette, Gooden, Dowless, Bullock) to 

one (1) NO (Peterson).   

 

 

ITEM 8. Finance Office:  (Lisa Coleman, Finance Officer) 

 

A. Mrs. Coleman reviewed a Financial Dashboard for the ten-month period 

ending April 30, 2019.   

Mrs. Coleman shared with the Board that the North Carolina Department of 

Revenue had contacted the County to provide information regarding a 

“significant” refund to a Bladen County sales tax payer.  Representatives 

indicated that June’s sales tax allocation to Bladen County (Article 39 and 

Article 42) will reflect a reduction due to the refund to the taxpayer. 
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ITEM 9. Planning Department:  (Greg Elkins, Director) 

 

A. Mr. Elkins provided an overview of a grant opportunity through the 

Community Development Block Grant-Neighborhood Revitalization program 

(CDBG-NR).  He stated that if the county should approve the development of 

the application, that a Request for Proposal would be developed for grant 

management services.  He stated that the amount of the grant could be up to 

$750,000.  

Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded 

by Commissioner Britt, the Board unanimously approved development of an 

Application for a Community Development Block Grant-Neighborhood 

Revitalization program (CDBG-NR). 

B. Upon a motion by Commissioner Britt, seconded by Commissioner Trivette, 

the Board unanimously scheduled a Public Hearing for 6:30pm on Monday, 

June 3, 3019 to receive comments regarding a CDBG-NR application. 

 

 

ITEM 10.  Advisory Board Appointments: 

 

A. Animal Control Board (2):  Upon a motion by Commissioner Bullock, 

seconded by Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board unanimously appointed 

Kyle Lewis to fill an unexpired term of service, with the term expiring June 

30, 2021.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by 

Commissioner Bullock, the Board unanimously appointed Audrea Brisson to 

an unexpired term of service, with the term expiring June 30, 2021. 

B. Dublin Fire District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by Commissioner 

Dowless, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the Board unanimously 

appointed Alvin Singletary to an unexpired term of service, with the term 

expiring April 4, 2020. 

C. Division on Aging Advisory Committee (2):  Upon a motion by 

Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner Priest, the Board 

appointed Quessie Peterson to an unexpired term of service, with the term 

expiring December 31, 2020 by a vote of eight (8) AYES (Munn-Goins, 

Priest, Cogdell, Trivette, Britt, Gooden, Dowless, Bullock) to one (1) NO 

(Peterson).  Upon a motion by Commissioner Britt, seconded by 

Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board unanimously appointed Mildred 

Beatty to an unexpired term of service, with the term expiring December 31, 

2021. 

D. Dublin Fire District Committee (2):  Upon a motion by Commissioner 

Dowless, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the Board, waiving the rules on 

term limits, reappointed James Hales and Terry Dowless to three-year terms 

of service, with the terms expiring May 20, 2022. 

E. Economic Development Commission (1):  Upon a motion by Commissioner 

Bullock, seconded by Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board unanimously 

appointed Garrtis “Pistol” McLean to an unexpired term of service, with the 

term expiring December 31, 2021. 

F. Kelly Dike and Drainage District (3):  Upon a motion by Commissioner 

Britt, seconded by Commisioner Cogdell, the Board, waiving the rules on 

term limits, unanimously reappointed Charles Russ to a three-year term of 

service, with the term expiring May 20, 2022; appointed Danny Clyde Squires 

to a three-year term of service, with the term expiring May 20, 2022; and 

appointed Dean Robinson to an unexpired term of service, with the term 

expiring May 5, 2021. 

 

 

ITEM 13. Advisory Board Appointments for Consideration During June 17, 2019 

Meeting: 

 

A. Adult Care Home Advisory Board (1) 

B. Ammon Fire Service District Committee (3) 

C. Elizabethtown Airport/Economic Development Commission (2) 

D. Juvenile Crime Prevention Council (3) 

E. Local Emergency Planning Committee (9) 

F. Lumber River Workforce Development Board (2) 

G. Planning Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment (5) 
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H. Recreation Committee (4) 

I. Tobermory Fire Service District Committee (2) 

 

 

ITEM 14. County Manager:  (Greg Martin) 

 

A. Mr. Martin reviewed Board calendars for the months of May and June 2019.   

B. Mr. Martin provided an overview of a bid for county-owned property (PIN 

1332 0008 7188) located at 220 Sand Pit Road.  Mr. Martin stated that the .46 

acre tract carries an assessed property tax value of $7,350.  The investment to 

the County is $6,720, and the bid amount was $6,720. 

Following brief discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, 

seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the Board unanimously accepted the 

$6,720 bid.  By accepting the bid, the upset bid process is initiated. 

C. Mr. Martin briefly updated the Board regarding a developed Request for 

Proposal (RFP) for administration services related to a Hazard Mitigation 

Grant Program.  He stated that the purpose of the RFP is to solicit proposals 

for grant administration services to assist the County of Bladen with the 

administration and management of these projects, in compliance with all 

applicable requirements under the North Carolina Management and FEMA 

Program.  The fee for grant administration services will be paid with FEMA 

funds.  Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Bullock, 

seconded by Commissioner Trivette, the Board unanimously approved a 

Request for Proposals for Grant Administration Services regarding a Hazard 

Mitigation Grant Program. 

D. Mr. Martin inquired regarding scheduling a Special Meeting related to the FY 

2019-20 Budget.  Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner 

Britt, seconded by Commissioner Cogdell, the Board scheduled a Special 

Meeting for 10:00am on Wednesday, May 29, 2019 regarding FY 2019-20 

Budget. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner Munn-

Goins, the Board unanimously scheduled a Special Meeting for 9:00am on 

Friday, June 7, 2019 regarding FY 2019-20 Budget. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner 

Bullock, the Board unanimously scheduled a Special Meeting for 10:00am on 

Tuesday, June 11, 2019regarding FY 2019-20 Budget. 

 

 

ITEM 13. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 
 

 No one in attendance addressed the Board. 

 

 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner Trivette, the meeting was 

unanimously adjourned at 7:34pm. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Maria C. Edwards, NCCCC    Charles R. Peterson, Chairman 

Clerk to the Board      Bladen County Board of Commissioners 


