
April 3, 2018 

 
A regular meeting of the Bladen County Board of Commissioners was held at 6:30 pm on 

Tuesday, April 3, 2018 in the Commissioner’s Room located on the lower level of the Bladen 

County Courthouse.  

 

The following members were present: 

Ray Britt, Chairman 

G. Michael Cogdell, Vice Chairman 

Charles R. Peterson 

Arthur Bullock 

Daniel Dowless 

David R. Gooden 

Russell Priest 

Ashley Trivette 

Dr. Ophelia Munn-Goins 

 

Attorney: Allen Johnson, Johnson Law Firm 

 

ITEM 1.  Chairman Britt called the meeting to order.  He recognized Commissioner 

Peterson to address the Board.  Commissioner Peterson requested a moment of 

silence prior to the invocation in memory of long time employee Dorothy Zeigler 

and Chairman Britt’s father, Clyde Britt.  Reverend Larry Hayes, Good News 

Baptist Church of Bladenboro, provided the Invocation.   

 

Guest 4-H’er Aubrey Schwable led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ITEM 2.  Consent Items: 

  

Upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Cogdell, 

item 7, Soil and Water Conservation District, was unanimously tabled.   

Upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden, seconded by Commissioner Cogdell, 

the Board unanimously approved the following Consent Items: 

A. Amended Agenda, with the tabling of Item 7, Soil & Water Conservation 

District. 

B. Minutes of March 19, 2018 Regular Meeting. 

C. Budget Amendments, as follows: 
Motor Pool 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105010.357 Vehicle Repairs 348.80  

Revenues    

103190.011 Insurance Claims 348.80  

Repairs for 2017 Dodge Vin #0738. 

Health  

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105900.499.070 ORH – MAP 16,700.00  

Revenues    

103530.173 ORH – MAP 16,700.00  

Office of Rural Health – MAP Grant for clinic improvements. 

Health 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105900.5905.200 Supplies 11,796.00  

Revenues    

103330.061 DHHS – Environmental Health 11,796.00  

Food and lodging compliance funds. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.6161.341 Printing  500.00 

146100.6161.499 Miscellaneous Expense  1,200.00 

146100.6161.990 Contingency  488.00 

146100.6161.200 Supplies & Materials 2,188.00  

Every Teen Counts Grant reallocation. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.6161.990 Contingency  1,000.00 

146100.6161.310 Travel 1,000.00  

Every Teen Counts Grant reallocation. 
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Soil Conservation – Golden LEAF Grant 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

266400.980 Big Swamp Debris Removal 205,920.00  

266400.980.001 Black River Debris Removal 226,990.00  

266400.980.002 Upper South Debris Removal 201,122.00  

266400.980.003 Lower South Debris Removal 165,968.00  

Revenues    

263472.001 Golden LEAF Debris Removal Grant 800,000.00  

Project budget for grant funding received from Golden LEAF for Storm Debris Removal. 

 

D. County Attorney Invoices. 

Date Department Amount 

3/16/18 Sheriff’s Office $  5,975.00 

 Total $  5,975.00 

E. The following National Public Safety Telecommunicators’ Week 

Proclamation: 

     
F. The following Sexual Assault Awareness Month Proclamation: 

     
G. The following Child Abuse Awareness Month Proclamation: 

     
H. Use of the Courthouse Lawn for a Child Abuse Awareness Event at 12pm 

until 2pm on Saturday, April 28, 2018. 

I. Scheduled a Public Hearing for 6:30pm on Monday, April 16, 2018 to 

receive comments regarding a Rezoning Request. 

J. Health Department Fees, Eligibility, and Billing Policy and Procedure. 

K. Health Department Fixed Asset Policy. 

L. Health Department Internal Control Policy. 

M. Health Department New Employee Orientation Procedure. 

N. Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Recover (CDBG-DR) 

Application and Supporting Documentation for Grant Number 17-R-3024. 

 

 

ITEM 3. Public Hearing: 

 

A. Chairman Britt declared open a Public Hearing to receive comments regarding 

a proposed text amendment to the Bladen County Flood Damage Prevention 

Ordinance.  No one in attendance addressed the Board. 

Chairman Britt declared closed the Public Hearing. 

B. Upon a motion by Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner 

Trivette, the Board unanimously adopted the following text amendment to the 

Bladen County Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance: 

Article 3, Section B, The Special Flood Hazard Areas are those identified 

under the Cooperating Technical State (CTS) agreement between the State 

of North Carolina and FEMA in its Flood Insurance Study (FIS) dated 

June 20, 2018 for Bladen County and associated Digital Flood Insurance 

Rate Maps (DFIRM) panels, including any digital data developed as part of 

the FIS, which are adopted by reference and declared a part of this 

ordinance.  Future revisions to the FIS and DFIRM panels that do not 

change flood hazard data within the jurisdictional authority of Bladen 

County are also adopted by reference and declared a part of this ordinance.  
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Subsequent Letter of Map Revisions (LOMRs) and /or Physical Map 

Revisions (PMRs) shall be adopted within 3 months.   

 

 

ITEM 4. Special Recognition: 

 

A. Chairman Britt and the entire Board recognized the following 

Telecommunicators in attendance; Melanie Duncan, Dana Swigert, Ashley 

Aukamp, Kim Jones, Danielle Duncan, Corey Alambis, Patti Yandle, Rose 

Watts, Penny Britt, and Sarah Murphy, to come forward to receive a National 

Public Safety Telecommunicators’ Week Proclamation.   

The Board and Sheriff McVicker expressed appreciation to each of the 

individuals for their work on behalf of the citizens of Bladen County.  Clerk to 

the Board Maria Edwards read aloud the Proclamation. 

B. Chairman Britt and the entire Board recognized Department of Social Services 

Director Vickie Smith and Social Work Program Director Jill Sampson to 

come forward to receive a Child Abuse Awareness Month Proclamation.  The 

entire Board expressed appreciation to Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Sampson for their 

diligent work.  Mrs. Smith invited everyone to attend a Child Abuse 

Awareness event scheduled for Saturday, April 28 on the Courthouse lawn.  

Clerk to the Board Maria Edwards read aloud the Proclamation. 

C. Chairman Britt and the entire Board recognized Abby Williams representing 

Families First to come forward to receive a Sexual Assault Awareness Month 

Proclamation.  The Board expressed appreciation to Ms. Williams’ for her 

presence and her work with those affected.  Clerk to the Board Maria Edwards 

read aloud the Proclamation.  Ms. Williams expressed her appreciation for the 

County’s continued support. 

D. Chairman Britt recognized Janet Miller upon her retirement effective April 1, 

2018.  DSS Director Vickie Smith, Chairman Britt and the entire Board 

expressed appreciation to Mrs. Miller for her years of service to the citizens of 

Bladen County.  Mrs. Miller also expressed appreciation for the many 

opportunities to assist those in need of support, as well as to her family. 

E. Chairman Britt recognized Captain Jeff Bridgers upon his retirement effective 

April 1, 2018.  Sheriff Jim McVicker, Chairman Britt and the entire Board 

express appreciation to Captain Bridgers for his many years of law 

enforcement service to the citizens of Bladen County.  Captain Bridgers 

expressed appreciation to not only the Board, but also to his family, for the 

support he continually felt. 

F. Chairman Britt and the entire Board recognized the following employees for 

their years of service to the County of Bladen: 

Employee Department Years of Service 

Teresa McLean DSS 5 

Sabrina Bedsole DSS 10 

Sherry Dowless DSS 15 

Lisa Allison DSS 20 

Rhonda Caballero DSS 20 

Yvette Ross DSS 25 

Matthew August DSS 10 

Alisha Evans GIS 20 

Sally Thompson Environmental Health 20 

Angela Stanley Health 20 

Darlene Bowen Housekeeping 5 

Susan Guyton Library 5 

Patti Yandle Communications 20 

Chad Britt Sheriff’s Office 10 

Greg Bullard Sheriff’s Office 10 

Sharon McDowell Detention Center 10 

William Dove Detention Center 10 

Robert Grimes Water 5 

G. Chairman Britt briefly recessed the meeting at 7:13pm for a reception. 

Chairman Britt reconvened the meeting at 7:29pm. 
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ITEM 5. Matters of Interest to Commissioners: 

 

Chairman Britt recognized Commissioner Bullock to address the Board.  Commissioner Bullock 

inquired regarding holding Board meetings in different communities throughout the County.  He 

stated that he had received a request from a Bladen County citizen regarding this possibility.   

 

Chairman Britt recognized Commissioner Peterson to address the Board.  Commissioner 

Peterson asked that County Manager Greg Martin contact Mr. Lawrence Pfohlman regarding an 

update in reference to Mr. Pfohlman’s concerns regarding the picnic table located on Hwy. 701, 

south of Elizabethtown, as well as his water discoloration concerns. 

 

 

ITEM 6. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 

 

Chairman Britt recognized Ms. Barbara Tatum to address the Board.  Ms. Tatum introduced 

herself and expressed concerns regarding automobile tax calculations.  Ms. Tatum stated that she 

lives on Live Oak Methodist Church Road in White Oak.  She shared that when she attempted to 

update her automobile registration, she was charged Elizabethtown taxes.  She informed the 

Board that she had dealt with this situation for approximately 2 years.  She provided an overview 

of the process by which she had the tax district corrected.  She had to leave the NC DMV office 

and come to the Courthouse to talk with someone in the County Tax Administration office to 

have the tax district updated; and then had to return to the local DMV office to pay the 

registration.  She reiterated that she had done this numerous times.  She also voiced concerns 

regarding the possibility of others who reside on Live Oak Methodist Church Road.  She stated 

that some residents may not pay as close attention to their tax bill and may overpay.  She’s been 

told that a reimbursement request is required to receive any overpaid tax funds.   

She indicated to the Board that she had discussed this with County Manager Greg Martin earlier, 

but that a family member had to deal with the same situation when a new vehicle was purchased 

in Cumberland County.   

Mr. Martin shared that this issue is an ongoing challenge, and Tax Administration staff will 

provide a presentation regarding this situation for an upcoming Board meeting.  He stated that 

when abbreviations within the road name are used, NCVTS (NC state system) may not recognize 

the address which places the asset in the highest tax district as a default.  The default in the 

system is Elizabethtown.  He stated that errors in entering the physical address could occur at a 

dealership when purchasing a vehicle, at the DMV office, or at other times.  He also stated that 

there a number of identified road names which have similar issues.   

The Board indicated their understanding of Ms. Tatum’s frustration and thanked her for sharing 

her concern. 

 

 

ITEM 7. Soil and Water Conservation District:  (Dean Morris, Director) 

 

A. This item was tabled during the approval of Consent Items.  Please see item 

2A. 

 

 

ITEM 8. Advisory Board Appointment: 

A. White Lake Planning and Zoning (ETJ) (1): 

Commissioner Peterson stated that following the previous Board meeting, he 

was informed that Mr. Eddie Sutton did not reside in the Extra Territorial 

Jurisdiction (ETJ) and was not eligible to serve on the White Lake Planning 

and Zoning Committee.  Upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded 

by Commissioner Cogdell, the Board unanimously appointed Stephanie 

Ensminger to an unexpired term, with the term expiring May 20, 2020. 

 

 

ITEM 9. Advisory Board Appointments for Consideration at the April 16, 2018 

Meeting: 

A. Elizabethtown Fire District Committee (3) 

B. Health & Human Services Agency Advisory Council (3) 

C. Keep Bladen Beautiful (2) 
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ITEM 11 County Manager:  (Greg Martin) 

 

A. Mr. Martin reviewed Board calendars for the months of April and May 2018.   

B. Upon a motion by Commissioner Trivette, seconded by Commissioner Munn-

Goins, the Board unanimously indicated its support to schedule a meeting 

with the Legislative Delegation to discuss legislative priorities for the Short 

Session.  Mr. Martin stated that the delegation would be contacted for a 

mutually agreeable meeting date and time. 

C. Upon a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner 

Dowless, the Board unanimously scheduled a Special Meeting regarding a FY 

2018-19 Draft Budget for 4:00 pm on Wednesday, April 18, 2018.   

D. Upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner 

Cogdell, the Board unanimously scheduled a Special Meeting regarding Board 

of Equalization and Review roles and responsibilities for 5:30pm on Monday, 

April 16, 2018. 

E. Mr. Martin presented solid waste tickets and charges in the amount of 

$2,405.70 billed to Mr. Alvin Butler for home debris following a house fire.  

Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded 

by Commissioner Dowless, the Board unanimously waived solid waste fees in 

the amount of $2,405.70 on behalf of Mr. Alvin Butler. 

 

 

ITEM 11. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 

 

 No one in attendance addressed the Board. 

 

 

By acclamation, the Board unanimously scheduled a Special Meeting regarding FY 2018-19 

Draft Budget for 4:00 pm on Monday, April 30, 2018. 

 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the meeting was 

unanimously adjourned at 8:06pm. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Maria C. Edwards, Clerk to the Board  Ray Britt, Chairman 

        Bladen County Board of Commissioners 


