
March 11, 2019 

 
A regular meeting of the Bladen County Board of Commissioners was held at 6:30 pm on 

Monday, March 11, 2019 in the Commissioners’ Room located on the lower level of the Bladen 

County Courthouse.  

 

The following members were present: 

Charles R. Peterson, Chairman 

David R. Gooden, Vice Chairman  

Michael Cogdell 

Arthur Bullock 

Daniel Dowless 

Dr. Ophelia Munn-Goins 

Ashley Trivette 

Ray Britt 

 

Excused: Russell Priest 

 

Attorney: Allen Johnson, Johnson Law Firm 

 

 

ITEM 1.  Reverend Chris Hefner, Zion Hill Baptist Church of Bladenboro, provided the 

Invocation. Guest 4-H’er Luke Barber led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

ITEM 2.  Consent Items: 

  

 Upon a motion by Commissioner Bullock, seconded by Commissioner Munn-

Goins, the Board unanimously approved the following Consent Items: 

A. Agenda, with the removal of Item 2I-Memorandum of License Agreement 

between the Bladen County Sheriff’s Office and Bobby R. and Janice E. 

Guyton. 

B. Minutes of February 13, 2019 Special Meeting. 

C. Minutes of February 18, 2019 Regular Meeting. 

D. Budget Amendments, as follows: 
Administration 

Revenues    

103160.020 Franchise Fees  12,000.00 

103180.011 Interest on Investments 12,000.00  

To reflect decline in Franchise Fees received from the State. 

Administration 

Revenues    

103270.032 NCDPS 2017-2018 200,000.00  

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation  200,000.00 

To reflect grant received from NCDPS. 

Administration 

Revenues    

103530.020 DOA-BG Senior Center  51,724.00 

103530.029 DOA-BG Senior Center 51,724.00  

To combine accounts. 

Tax Administration 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104500.395 Schools & Materials 1,071.00  

Revenues    

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenue 1,071.00  

Lower Cape Fear Tax Association hosted by Bladen County Tax Department. 

Motor Pool 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105010.357 Vehicle Maintenance & Repair 3,743.68  

Revenues    

103190.011 Insurance Claims 3,743.68  

Insurance claim for 2014 Chevy.  Vin #2085 – EMS. 

Animal Control 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105200.499.028 Spay/Neuter Grant 3,988.86  

Revenues    

103260.041 Spay/Neuter Grant 3,988.86  

October – December 2018 Grant Application. 
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Division on Aging 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106200.6230.200 Supplies 1,000.00  

106200.6230.499 Miscellaneous Expense 668.00  

Revenues    

103530.048 MIPPA Grant 1,668.00  

Transfer expenditure to cover HHI Projects for remaining FY. 

Parks & Recreation 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106600.803 Miscellaneous Expense 3,485.00  

106600.900.01 Credit Card Fees 501.15  

106600.310 Travel  500.00 

106600.493 Refunds 500.00  

106600.395 Schools & Meetings  500.00 

106600.350 M/R Buildings & Grounds 500.00  

Revenues    

103660.009 Recreation – Donations 3,485.00  

103660.014 Parks & Recreation CC Fees 501.15  

Transfer funds for upcoming expenses. 

Parks & Recreation 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106600.272 Concession Stand Supplies 1,425.00  

106600.499 Miscellaneous Expense 1,025.00  

Revenues    

103660.012 Rec Concession Sales 1,425.00  

103660.009 Recreation Donations 1,025.00  

Transfer funds for upcoming expenses. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.6160.650.001 Foster Care Donations 35.00  

Revenues    

143190.027 Foster Care Donations 35.00  

This amendment is necessary due to donations for Foster Care. 

E. County Attorney Invoices. 

Date Department Amount 

2/21/2019 Board of Elections 2,512.06 

3/04/2019 Mar-2019 Retainer 300.0 

 Total $  2,812.06 

F. FY 2019-20 Bladenboro Fire Department Funding Agreement, including 

specific wording required by USDA for a building loan. 

G. FY 2019-20 Municipal Fire Department Funding Agreement 

H. FY 2019-20 Rural Fire Department Funding Agreement.  

I. Memorandum of License Agreement between Bladen County Sheriff’s 

Office and Bobby R. and Janice E. Guyton for the Period of March 1, 2019 

through February 28, 2022, removed from Agenda.  See item 2A above. 

 

 

ITEM 3. Matters of Interest to Commissioners: 

 

A. Chairman Peterson made the Board aware of an upcoming Special Meeting 

regarding the Kelly Dike scheduled for Tuesday, March 19, 2019.  The 

meeting is planned to begin at 6pm and will be held in the Centerville Baptist 

Church in the Kelly Community.  He indicated that a number of agencies 

would be participating in the community meeting.   

 

Chairman Peterson recognized Commissioner Bullock to address the Board.  Commissioner 

Bullock announced an upcoming Southeastern Community and Family Services awards banquet 

scheduled for Friday, March 29, 2019 and encouraged Board members to attend.   

 

 

ITEM 4. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 

 

Chairman Peterson recognized Mr. E. W. Bowen to address the Board.  Mr. Bowen inquired 

regarding plans for beaver management.  When Mr. Bowen was informed that beaver 

management was included on the agenda for information and discussion under item 13C, he 

stated that he would wait for the Board’s discussion. 
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Chairman Peterson stated that Item 5 would be revisited when Health and Human Services 

Agency Director Terri Duncan arrived from a Health and Human Services Advisory Council 

meeting. 

 

ITEM 6. Public Hearing: 

 

A. Chairman Peterson declared open a Public Hearing to receive comments 

regarding a rezoning request submitted by Daniel Rebollar Nieves on property 

located at 3785 Cromartie Road, Elizabethtown (PIN #0392-00-62-9614).  

The purpose of the request was to develop a used car lot.  The Public Hearing 

was advertised in a newspaper of general circulation on March 1, 2019.  An 

Affidavit of Publication follows: 

      
Mr. Elkins stated that the Planning Board provided a favorable 

recommendation to approve Mr. Nieves’ request. 

Shannon Ross, an adjacent property owner, addressed the Board regarding her 

concerns related to safety due to increased traffic, as well as a potential effect 

on property values in the area. 

Mr. Nieves provided an overview of the intended use of the property if the 

Board approved his request. 

Chairman Peterson declared closed the Public Hearing. 

B. Following discussion, Commissioner Bullock made a motion to approve the 

request to rezone the property located at 3785 Cromartie Road (PIN #0392-

00-62-9614).  Commissioner Cogdell provided a second.  Upon a vote by 

show of hands, the motion was defeated by a vote of three (3) AYES 

(Bullock, Cogdell, Munn-Goins) to five (5) NOES (Trivette, Britt, Peterson, 

Gooden, Dowless).   

 

 

ITEM 7. Planning Department:  (Greg Elkins, Director) 

 

A. Mr. Elkins provided an overview of the Complete Count Committee process 

and data collection uses.  He stated that the data collected will be used in 

many ways including determining the number of seats in the US House of 

Representatives apportioned to each state.  He also shared that the data 

collected is confidential and secure.   

Mr. Elkins also stated that the Complete Count Committee, which will be 

made up of volunteers, will assist in community engagement and outreach 

efforts.   

Commissioner Britt communicated the importance of completing census data.  

He stated that federal funds are designated by the census as well.   

Commissioner Bullock stated the he would like to participate on the Complete 

Count Committee. 

Following discussion, the Board expressed appreciation to Mr. Elkins. 

 

 

ITEM 5. Health and Human Services Agency:  (Terri Duncan, Director) 

 

A. .Ms. Duncan expressed appreciation to the Board so that she could share very 

positive news related to a recent accreditation process.   

Ms. Duncan stated that every four (4) years, the North Carolina Local Health 

Department Accreditation Program requires local Health Departments to 

undergo the process.  She shared that she had received an email which 

indicated that the county would be recommended for accreditation with 

honors.  She expressed appreciation to the Health Department Accreditation 

Team and entire staff for their consistent and phenomenal work and 

preparation.   

Chairman Peterson and the entire Board expressed appreciation to Ms. 

Duncan and asked that their gratitude be extended to the entire Health 

Department. 
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ITEM 8. Revenue Department:  (Renee Davis, Tax Administrator) 

 

A. In Mrs. Davis’ absence, Tax Collector Carol Cain provided an overview of a 

bid in the amount of $7,400 for county-owned property located at 2229 Spring 

Branch Road, Tar Heel (PIN #0346-00-95-5246).  The County’s investment 

on the property, which carries an assessed tax value of $9,020, is $7,400.   Ms. 

Karen Blackwell has requested a private sale as she is the daughter of the 

former owner.   

Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Munn-Goins, 

seconded by Commissioner Britt, the Board unanimously accepted a bid in the 

amount of $7,400 on county-owned property located at 2229 Spring Branch 

Road, Tar Heel (PIN #0346-00-95-5246), as well as a request for a private 

sale.   

 

 

ITEM 9. Soil and Water Conservation District:  (Dean Morris, Director) 

 

A. Mr. Morris provided an overview of Service Agreement with D. G. Jackson 

Construction regarding a Bryant Swamp Stream Debris Removal project.  He 

stated that the cleanout of the lower portion of Bryant Swamp had previously 

been awarded to Scott Cumbee.  Mr. Cumbee indicated that he would not be 

able to perform the work due to other obligations.  Mr. Morris stated that the 

proposed Service Agreement with D. G. Jackson Construction, the next low 

bidder, would now include 19,994 linear feet of Bryant Swamp for a total 

agreement of $52,984.  Following discussion and upon a motion by 

Commissioner Britt, seconded by Commissioner Trivette, the Board 

unanimously approved a Bryant Swamp Stream Debris Removal Project 

Service Contract in the amount of $52,984. 

 

 

ITEM 10.  Finance Office:  (Lisa Coleman, Finance Officer) 

 

A. Mrs. Coleman provided an overview regarding time and attendance 

applications which she and other county staff have reviewed since August 

2018.  She stated that he Sheriff’s Office, since they anticipate a change in 

CAD software within the next 24 months, will not participate initially.  It is 

hopeful that the new software will communicate seamlessly with a time and 

attendance application. 

Mrs. Coleman shared that she and staff members had reviewed four (4) 

applications; ADP, Executime, Kronos, and Paychex.  She stated that it was 

unanimous that PayChex was the most user-friendly, as well as the low 

bidder.   

Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden, seconded 

by Commissioner Trivette, the Board unanimously approved for County staff 

to proceed developing a service agreement for a PayChex time and attendance 

application. 

 

 

ITEM 11. Advisory Board Appointments for Consideration During March 18, 2019 

Board Meeting: 

 

A. Division on Aging Advisory Committee (1) 

B. Child Fatality Prevention Team (1) 

C. Keep Bladen Beautiful (2) 

D. Lumber River Regional Advisory Council (1) 

 

 

ITEM 12. Advisory Boards Appointments for Consideration During April 15, 2019 

Board Meeting: 

 

A. Bladenboro Rural Fire District Committee (2) 

B. Cape Fear River Assembly (1) 

C. Carvers Creek Fire Service District Committee (3) 

D. Elizabethtown Fire Service District Committee (2) 
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ITEM 13. County Manager:  (Greg Martin) 

 

A. Mr. Martin reviewed Board calendars for the months of March and April 

2019.   

B. Mr. Martin asked the Board to consider scheduling a Planning Session to 

address items on an aggressive agenda not discussed during a previous 

Planning Session held in mid-February.  Following discussion and upon a 

motion by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the 

Board unanimously scheduled a Planning Session for 10am on Thursday, 

March 21, 2019.  A location will be determined. 

C. Mr. Martin provided an update regarding Bladen County’s beaver issue and 

management program.  He shared identified options including the current 

Beaver Management Assistance Program (BMAP), a beaver bounty program, 

and the next level of the BMAP.  He reminded the Board of the BMAP in 

which the County currently participates ($4,000) annually, the next level of 

the BMAP is $60,000 annually.   

Mr. Martin recommended to the Board to wait and deliberate during the FY 

2019-20 budget process regarding a beaver management plan.   

Commissioner Cogdell made a motion to participate in the Beaver 

Management Assistance Program at the $60,000 level.  Commissioner Munn-

Goins provided a second.  Following discussion and upon a vote, by a show of 

hands, of four AYES (Cogdell, Britt, Bullock, Munn-Goins) to four (4) NOES 

(Trivette, Peterson, Gooden, Dowless), the motion was not approved. 

D. Mr. Martin provided an overview of a SpyGlass Snapshot Audit Agreement 

and Letter of Agency-Authorization to Access Telephone Records.  He stated 

that the agreement will allow for SpyGlass representatives to audit the 

County’s telecommunications invoices.  Fees would only be paid to SpyGlass 

if the County implements any recommendations within twelve (12) months 

following delivery of the recommendations.  Upon a motion by Commissioner 

Britt, seconded by Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board unanimously 

approved a SpyGlass Snapshot Audit Agreement and a Letter of Agency-

Authorization to Access Telephone Records.  

E. Emergency Services Director Bradley Kinlaw provided an overview and 

update regarding Hurricane Matthew Hazard Mitigation Grant Programs.   

F. Mr. Kinlaw provided an overview and update regarding Hurricane Florence 

Hazard Mitigation Grant Programs.  He will provide updates during each 

Board meeting.   

Mr. Kinlaw stated that updates regarding Hurricane Hazard Mitigations 

Programs would be provided to the Board during each Board meeting.   

 

Chairman Peterson recognized Commissioner Cogdell to address the Board.  Commissioner 

Cogdell wanted to inquire of the Planning Director the number of used car lots located within the 

County.  Commissioner Cogdell stated that he formerly served on the Planning Board.  He stated 

the need for consistency, monitoring the size, number of used car lots, and the impact on the 

surrounding communities.  He shared concerns regarding the possibility of used car lots 

transforming into junk yards.  

 

Chairman Peterson recognized Commissioner Munn-Goins to address the Board.  Commissioner 

Munn-Goins discussed ongoing drainage issues in East Arcadia.  She communicated issues with 

the ditches alongside Dixon Road and Troy Graham Road which are not draining and causing 

safety issues.   
 

Chairman Peterson asked Mr. Martin to provide additional information to Board members 

regarding the consent item (2I) which was removed from the agenda. 

 

 

ITEM 14. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 
 

No one in attendance addressed the Board. 
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Upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the meeting was 

unanimously adjourned at 7:43pm. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Maria C. Edwards, Clerk to the Board  Charles R. Peterson, Chairman 

        Bladen County Board of Commissioners 


