
February 17, 2020 

 
A regular meeting of the Bladen County Board of Commissioners was held at 6:30 pm on 

Monday, February 17, 2020.  The meeting was held in the Commissioners’ Room, located on the 

lower level of the Bladen County Courthouse, 106 East Broad Street, Elizabethtown.   

 

The following members were present: 

Ray Britt, Chairman 

David R. Gooden, Vice Chairman 

Charles R. Peterson 

Michael Cogdell 

Dr. Ophelia Munn-Goins 

Daniel Dowless 

Russell Priest 

Ashley Trivette 

Arthur Bullock 

 

Attorney: Wes Johnson, Johnson Law Firm 

 

 

ITEM 1.  Chairman Britt provided an invocation.  County Manager Greg Martin led the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

ITEM 2. Consent Items: 

 

 Upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Trivette, 

the Board unanimously approved the following Consent Items: 

A. Agenda. 

B. Minutes of the February 3, 2020 Regular Meeting. 

C. Minutes of the February 12, 2020 Planning Session. 

D. Budget Amendments, as follows: 
Tax Administration 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104500.192 Professional Services Legal 185.00  

104500.270 Advertising 232.52  

Revenues    

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenue 417.52  

#0004551/15528 NC 131. 

Tax Administration 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104500.192 Professional Services Legal 191.00  

Revenues    

103190.010 Miscellaneous Revenue 191.00  

#0040526/R Spivey/W Callihan. 

GIS 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104700.121 Longevity 264.17  

104700.125 Overtime 644.70  

104700.900.010 Unallowed 911 Expenses 9,047.26  

Revenues    

103190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 9,956.13  

Overage for  unallowable 911 center expenses, longevity and overtime. 

Register of Deeds 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

104800.900.001 CC Fees 201.00  

104800.121 Longevity 25.00  

Revenues    

103160.009 ROD-CC Fees 201.00  

103160.016 ROD-Online Charges 25.00  

To cover expenses. 

Motor Pool 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105010.357 M/R-Vehicles 5,277.25  

Revenues    

103190.011 Insurance Claims 5,277.25  

2019 Dodge Charger – VIN #4143. 

Motor Pool 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105010.357 M/R-Vehicles 1,254.60  

Revenues    
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103190.011 Insurance Claims 1,254.60  

VIN #0738 2017 Dodge Ram Truck 2500. 

Motor Pool 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105010.357 M/R-Vehicles 4,955.79  

105010.499.004 Wrecker 150.00  

Revenues    

103190.011 Insurance Claims 5,105.79  

2016 Dodge Charger – VIN #1789. 

Motor Pool 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105010.357 M/R-Vehicles 1,000.00  

Revenues    

103190.011 Insurance Claims 1,000.00  

2016 Dodge Charger – VIN #9762. 

Sheriff/Central Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105100.5110.352 M/R Equipment  25,000.00 

105000.351 M/R Jail 25,000.00  

Funds to cover ongoing jail maintenance issues. 

Sheriff 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105100.5177.740.013 Sh-Grant 5867-A  100,000.00 

Revenues    

103270.033 Sh-Grant 5867-A  100,000.00 

Duplicated Budget Amendment. 

Health 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

105900.120 Salaries  5,000.00 

105900.121 Longevity  981.70 

105900.122 Bonus  352.06 

105900.126 Part-Times Salaries  1,000.00 

105900.190 Professional Services  2,000.00 

105900.125 Overtime 165.04  

105900.200 Supplies 9,168.72  

105900.900.001 CC Fees 197.32  

Revenues    

103560.015 CC Fees 197.32  

To balance monthly report. 

Division on Aging 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106200.6210.310 Travel 355.00  

Revenues    

103530.019 In-Home Cost Share 355.00  

To cover cost for In Home Aides travel. 

Division on Aging 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106200.6220.200 Supplies 69.10  

Revenues    

103530.049 Nutrition Reimbursement 69.10  

To cover cost for supplies at sites. 

Division on Aging 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106200.6230.287 Ensure 3,749.00  

Revenues    

103530.024 Ensure 3,749.00  

To purchase additional Ensure. 

Parks and Recreation 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

106600.272 Concession Stand Supplies 878.52  

106600.121 Longevity 12.00  

106600.126 Part-Time Salaries  12.00 

Revenues    

103660.012 Rec Concession Sales 878.52  

Move for Concession Stand Supplies. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.6160.535 Medicaid 5,763.22  

146100.6160.555 Refunds/Client Repay 21.00  

Revenues    

143591.010 DSS Client Ref/Medicaid 5,800.00  

Medicaid expenses. 
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Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.6160.650.001 Foster Care Donations 114.00  

Revenues    

143190.027 Foster Care Donations 114.00  

Items for Foster Care Children. 

Department of Social Services 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

146100.6160.650.001 Foster Care Donations 1,000.00  

Revenues    

143190.027 Foster Care Donations 1,000.00  

Items for Foster Care Children. 

Solid Waste 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

205805.740 Capital Outlay 64,000.00  

Revenues    

203190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 64,000.00  

1 stationary compactor, 4 40 yd receiver cans,  4 25 yd roll off cans, and 4 8 yd front end cans. 

Bay Tree Fire Department 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

475347.711 Truck Payment 50,000.00  

Revenues    

473190.050 Fund Balance Appropriation 50,000.00  

Payoff of an apparatus. 

Sheriff’s Office 

Expenditures  Increase Decrease 

535100.499.058 Misc-Justice 13,402.80  

Revenues    

533265.001 Justice Fund 13,402.80  

Equitable sharing funds. 

E. County Attorney Invoices. 

Date Department Amount 

1/27/2020 Governing Board 525.00 

2/03/2020 Sheriff’s Office 675.00 

2/06/2020 Board of Elections 225.00 

2/07/2020 Sheriff’s Office 625.00 

2/11/2020 Sheriff’s Office 150.00 

2/12/2020 E M S 825.00 

 Total $  3,025.00 

F. Tax Releases No. 1-2020, incorporated by reference and made a part of these 

Minutes.  

G. Sunset Slush Business Agreement, through the period ending June 30, 2020. 

 

 

ITEM 3. Pre-Budget Public Hearing: 

 

A. Chairman Britt declared open a Public Hearing to receive comments regarding 

priorities for the FY 2020-21 Budget process.   

No one in attendance addressed the Board. 

Chairman Britt declared closed the Public Hearing. 

 

 

ITEM 4. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 

 

No one addressed the Board.   

 

 

ITEM 5. Matters of Interest to Commissioners: 

 

 

Chairman Britt recognized Commissioner Munn-Goins to address the Board.  Commissioner 

Munn-Goins stated that she had been contacted by a number of citizens regarding trash, large 

appliances, and demolition material that had been discarded adjacent to Watson Graveyard Road.  

She expressed concern regarding other locations in the County as well.  She inquired regarding 
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what steps may be taken to address abandoned trash.  Mr. Martin stated that Planning Director 

Greg Elkins and General Services Director Kip McClary would address the matter. 

 

Chairman Britt recognized Commissioner Bullock to address the Board.  Commissioner Bullock 

shared that longtime county resident Sharon McDowell will be inducted into the University of 

North Carolina at Wilmington Sports Hall of Fame and encouraged Board members to attend the 

ceremony. 

 

 

ITEM 6. Bladen County Schools:  (Sharon Penny, Finance Officer) 

 

A. Mrs. Penny presented a FY 2019-20 Capital Project Outlay request in the 

amount of $149,089.86.  She stated that this request reflects a number of 

projects throughout school facilities. 

During  

Upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner 

Bullock, the Board unanimously approved the Capital Outlay request in the 

amount of $149,089.86. 

 

 

ITEM 7. Census 2020 Update:  (Greg Elkins, Planning Director) 

 

A. Mr. Elkins provided an update of recent Complete Count Committee activities 

and an upcoming meeting scheduled for Thursday, February 28. 

B. Mr. Elkins provided a revised budget request for funding of Census awareness 

activities. 

Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded 

by Commissioner Gooden, the Board approved a $5,800 budget to assist 

Census awareness activities.  The motion was approved by a vote of seven (7) 

AYES (Peterson, Gooden, Cogdell, Trivette, Priest, Britt, Dowless) to two (2) 

NOES (Munn-Goins, Bullock). 

Commissioners Bullock and Munn-Goins expressed concern that additional 

funding was necessary for Census awareness activities. 

 

 

ITEM 8. Soil and Water Conservation District:  (Dean Morris, Director) 

 

A. Mr. Morris introduced Cape Fear Resource Conservation and Development 

Executive Director Danielle Darkangelo to provide an update regarding 

activities related to a Waccamaw River watershed drainage study grant.  She 

stated that not only North Carolina counties (Bladen, Columbus, and 

Brunswick), but Horry County, South Carolina, are affected by the 

Waccamaw River.  

Ms. Darkangelo stated that an Economic Development Administration (EDA) 

grant application is being developed for funding.  She further explained that a 

20% match was required for this grant, which equates to $20,750 for each 

participating county.   

Following discussion, Mr. Morris stated that he would find out if EDA would 

consider “in kind” efforts in lieu of the $20,750 match. 

Ms. Darkangelo stated that a draft Resolution was attached for Board 

consideration at an upcoming meeting.  

The Board expressed appreciation. 

 

Mr. Morris stated funds awarded through a grant to provide stream debris removal efforts were 

still available and presented Change Orders for three (3) different stream debris removal 

contracts, as follows:  

 

B. D. G. Jackson Construction, Inc. Change Order #1 in the amount of $55,472 

to include an additional 28,008 linear feet, to the Bryant Swamp Stream 

Debris Removal Contract. 

C. D. G. Jackson Construction, Inc. Change Order #1 in the amount of $85,076 

to include an additional 4,216 linear feet, to the Horse Pen Branch Stream 

Debris Removal Contract. 
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D. D. G. Jackson Construction Inc. Change Order #2 in the amount of $53,576 to 

include an additional 7,894.5 linear feet, to the Brown’s Creek Stream Debris 

Removal Contract. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner 

Munn-Goins, the Board unanimously approved each of the D. G. Jackson 

Construction, Inc. Change Orders as presented. 

 

 

ITEM 9. Department of Social Services:  (Vickie Smith, Director) 

 

A. Mrs. Smith and Program Manager Lisa Nance presented Adult Medicaid audit 

results for January, 2020.  The Board expressed appreciation for staff efforts 

and improving results. 

B. Mrs. Smith and Health Department Registered Nurse Jackie Dennis presented 

2019 Local Community Child Protection Team (CCPT) and Bladen County 

Child Fatality Prevention Team (CFPT) end of year reports.  The Board 

expressed appreciation. 

 

 

ITEM 10. Health and Human Services Agency:  (Dr. Terri Duncan, Director) 

 

A. Dr. Duncan provided an overview of an East Coast Polytechnic Institute 

(ECPI) University, College of Nursing Agreement.  She stated that the 

agreement would allow for clinical rotations for students enrolled in the 

Master of Science, Nursing-Family Practitioner Concentration.  Upon a 

motion by Commissioner Munn-Goins, seconded by Commissioner Trivette, 

the Board unanimously approved an East Coast Polytechnic Institute (ECPI) 

University, College of Nursing Agreement. 

 

 

ITEM 11. Revenue Department:  (Renee Davis, Tax Administrator / Assessor) 

 

A. Ms. Davis provided an overview of a bid in the amount of $1,000 submitted 

by Ms. Vanessa McNeil for county-owned property (PIN No. 1311-07 57-

9917) located on Martin Luther King Drive, near Quail Street.  She stated that 

the .06 acre tract carries a tax valuation assessment of $2,600.  Ms. Davis 

stated that the current investment to the County is $1,000. 

Following brief discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, 

seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board unanimously accepted a 

$1,000 bid submitted by Ms. Vanessa McNeil for county-owned property 

(PIN NO. 1311-07 57-9917) located on Martin Luther King Drive, near Quail 

Street. 

 

 

ITEM 12. Finance Office:  (Lisa Coleman, Finance Officer) 

 

 

A. Mrs. Coleman reviewed the monthly Financial Dashboard for the period 

ending January 31, 2020. 

B. Mrs. Coleman, following up from the February 12 Planning Session regarding 

a proposed software upgrade, provided an overview of the cost associated 

with an upgrade for financial and payroll software.  Following brief discussion 

and upon a motion by Commissioner Cogdell, seconded by Commissioner 

Gooden, the Board unanimously approved the software upgrade to Financial 

and Payroll.  

 

 

ITEM 13. Advisory Board Appointments for Consideration During February 17, 2020 

Meeting: 

 

A. Economic Development Commission (1):  Upon a motion by Commissioner 

Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board unanimously 

appointed Lane Greene to a three-year term, with the term expiring December 

31, 2022. 
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B. Bladen County Nursing Home Advisory Committee (2):  Upon a motion 

by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Trivettte, the Board, 

waiving the rules on term limits, unanimously reappointed EMS Director 

David Howell and Larry Yoder to three-year terms of service, with terms 

expiring February 28, 2023. 

C. Juvenile Crime Prevention Council (4):  Upon a motion by Commissioner 

Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board unanimously 

appointed Dr. Cathy Gantz and Guardian Ad Litem Supervisor Randy Ellis to 

unexpired terms, with the terms expiring June 30, 2020; and Kyle Melvin and 

Bladenboro Police Chief William Howell to unexpired terms, with the terms 

expiring June 30, 2021. 

 

 

ITEM 14 Advisory Board Appointments for Consideration During March 23, 2020 

Meeting: 

 

A. Keep Bladen Beautiful (1) 

 

 

ITEM 15. Individuals/Delegations Wishing to Address Commissioners: 

 

No one in attendance addressed the Board. 

 

 

ITEM 16. Matters of Interest to Commissioners: 

 

Members did not address topics for discussion. 

 

 

ITEM 17. County Manager:  (Greg Martin) 

 

A. Mr. Martin reviewed Board calendars for the months of February 2020 and 

March 2020.   

B. Mr. Martin provided an overview of a revised Resolution in support of 

naming bridges located on NC 87, north of Dublin, which span Reedy 

Meadow Swamp in memory of fallen firefighter Ron Allen.  Mr. Martin stated 

that a previous Resolution was adopted by the Board in April 2019 to rename 

a portion of NC 87 from Bladen Bluffs-Lower Cape Fear Water and Sewer 

Authority to NC 131 in Mr. Allen’s memory.  However, NC Department of 

Transportation policy states that only structures are to be named in memory of 

fallen first responders. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner 

Gooden, the Board adopted the following resolution by a vote of seven (7) 

AYES (Peterson, Gooden, Trivette, Priest, Britt, Dowless, Munn-Goins) to 

two (2) NOES (Bullock, Cogdell): 

     
C. Mr. Martin provided an overview of a Catlin Engineers and Scientists Work 

Order in the amount of $270,990 that will allow for the preparation of a study 

and engineering plans for the rehabilitation of the Kelly Dike/White Oak 

Levee.  Following discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, 

seconded by Commissioner Gooden, the Board unanimously approved a 

Catlin Engineers and Scientists Work Order and Service Agreement. 

D. Mr. Martin, following up from the February 12 Planning Session, provided an 

overview of a revised Charitable Contribution Funding Application and 

Policy.  Following brief discussion and upon a motion by Commissioner 

Peterson, seconded by Commissioner Munn-Goins, the Board unanimously 

approved the revised Charitable Contribution Funding Application and Policy. 

E. Mr. Martin provided a brief overview of an amended Sick Leave, Section 9.0 

Worker’s Compensation and Leave with Pay policy.  He stated that this 

section needed to be amended to provide consistency throughout the 

Personnel Policy.  The amendment follows: 
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 An employee on Worker’s Compensation or Leave with Pay shall continue 

to accrue sick leave.  An employee on Worker’s Compensation will not accrue 

sick leave, while employees on Leave with Pay shall continue to accrue sick 

leave. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Peterson, seconded by Commissioner 

Gooden, the Board unanimously approved the amendment to the Personnel 

Policy. 

 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Gooden, seconded by Commissioner Bullock, the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:39pm.   

 

 

ATTEST: 

 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Maria C. Edwards, NCCCC    Ray Britt, Chairman 

Clerk to the Board      Bladen County Board of Commissioners 


